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OBC panel cleared for 
UP Panchayat elections

QUOTA | The commission will comprise five members and will 
be headed by a retired High Court judge

Biswajeet Banerjee 
LUCKNOW 

The Uttar Pradesh cabinet 
on Monday approved the 
formation of an Other Back-
ward Classes (OBC) com-
mission for conducting 
panchayat elections in the 
state. The decision was 
taken at a cabinet meeting 
chaired by Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath. 

The commission will de-
termine reservation for 
OBCs in panchayat elections 
and only after submission of 
its report will the election 
process move forward. 
With the panel expected to 
take up to six months to 
complete its work, the pan-
chayat elections are likely to 
be held after the 2027 Uttar 
Pradesh Assembly elec-
tions. 

The commission will 
comprise five members and 

will be headed by a retired 
High Court judge. Its tenure 
has been fixed at six 
months, meaning the re-
port is expected by Novem-
ber 2026. Reservation for 
seats in gram panchayats, 
block panchayats and dis-
trict panchayats will be de-
cided only after the report 
is finalised. 

The move follows a Feb 4, 
2025 order of the Allahabad 
High Court directing the 
state government to consti-
tute such a commission be-
fore conducting local body 
polls with OBC reservation. 

The report and survey 
conducted by the commis-
sion will determine which 
panchayat seats across dif-

ferent regions will be re-
served for OBC candidates, 
including seats for women 
and men, and which will re-
main unreserved. 

The state government’s 
decision is linked to the “tri-
ple test” formula laid down 
by the Supreme Court for 
granting OBC reservation in 
local body elections. The 
apex court had ruled that 
states must complete a 
dedicated exercise before 
implementing OBC quotas 
in local bodies such as gram 
panchayats and zila pan-
chayats. 

Officials said the forma-
tion of the commission was 
aimed at fulfilling manda-
tory legal requirements 
under the triple test. With-
out the commission’s re-
port, direct implementation 
of reservation could face 
legal challenges and poten-
tially stall the elections. 

Manish Godha 
JAIPUR 

The Jaipur Bench of the Ra-
jasthan High Court quashed 
two FIRs filed by wives 
against their husbands in 
separate cases, ruling that an 
adult wife cannot file a rape 
case against her husband in 
the existence of a valid mar-
riage. 

Justice Anoop Dhand ob-
served, “It is precisely be-

cause of such cases that liti-
gation becomes protracted, 

leading to delays in the de-
livery of justice. Justice de-
layed is akin to justice 
denied.” 

The ruling came in a case 
involving a Jaipur couple 
who entered into an inter-
caste marriage when the 
woman was 18 years old. Fol-
lowing a domestic dispute, 
the matter reached the 
Family Court, where the wife 
filed a divorce petition. 

After failing to secure a di-

vorce from the Family Court, 
both parties approached the 
High Court. During the pro-
ceedings, the wife lodged a 
rape complaint against her 
husband, alleging that he had 
blackmailed her into signing 
documents for registration of 
their marriage. 

Observing that the mar-
riage had been solemnised 
with mutual consent, the 
court said, “It appears that 
the FIR was lodged because 

the inter-caste marriage did 
not have the approval of the 
family.” The High Court sub-
sequently quashed the FIR, 
holding that no rape case 
was made out. 

In the second case, a 
young couple had married in 
2020 according to Arya 
Samaj rites. The wife later 
filed one FIR alleging rape 
and another alleging dowry 
harassment against her hus-
band. 

Noting that both FIRs 
arose from the same circum-
stances, the court observed, 
“An allegation of rape implies 
that the victim is not the 
wife. Conversely, a case of 
dowry harassment can only 
be registered by a person in 
the capacity of a wife.” 

The court further stated 
that contradictory FIRs 
amounting to abuse of the 
legal process could not be 
permitted.

Rajasthan HC quashes rape FIRs filed by wives against hubbies

Woman’s body found 
in trunk on train
Biswajeet Banerjee 
LUCKNOW 

A chilling murder case sur-
faced in Lucknow on Sunday 
after the chopped body of an 
unidentified woman was re-
covered from a trunk and bags 
abandoned inside the sleeper 
coach of the Chhapra-Gomti 
Nagar Express at Gomti Nagar 
railway station, triggering 
panic among passengers and 
railway authorities. 

The gruesome discovery 
was made when cleaning staff 
entered sleeper coach S-1 after 
the train completed its jour-
ney from Bihar’s Chhapra to 
Lucknow.  

Railway workers noticed an 
unattended trunk and bag 
lying between seats. Suspicion 
grew after they spotted blood 

stains on the luggage, follow-
ing which the Government 
Railway Police (GRP) was 
alerted. 

When the trunk was 
opened, officials found the 
torso of a woman inside. Her 
severed hands and legs were 
packed separately in poly-
thene bags and hidden among 
clothes kept in another bag. 
Police said the body had been 
cut into several pieces in an 
apparent attempt to conceal 
the victim’s identity and trans-
port the remains unnoticed. 

According to GRP officials, 
the woman is believed to be 
between 25 and 35 years old 
and the body appeared to be 
around two days old. Investi-
gators suspect the victim was 
murdered after her throat was 
slit.  

Key accused in Bengal CM aide murder held by CBI
PTI 
NEW DELHI 

The CBI on Monday arrested 
Raj Kumar Singh, believed to 
be a key accused in the 
murder of West Bengal Chief 
Minister Suvendu Adhikari's 
aide Chandrakant Rath, offi-
cials said Monday. 

Singh, who also goes by an 
alias of Raj Singh, was ar-
rested from Muzaffarnagar in 
Uttar Pradesh by a team of 
CBI, they said. Rath, the per-
sonal assistant to Adhikari, 
was shot dead in Madhyam-
gram on May 6, two days after 
the declaration of the fiercely 
contested West Bengal As-

sembly poll results. 
The CBI has taken over the 

probe into Rath's murder 
from the West Bengal Police 
following a request from the 
state government. 

The central agency has 
formed a seven-member 
special investigation team 
under a DIG of Special Crime 
from Delhi, comprising some 

of the best investigators 
drawn from its various units, 
the officials said. Police said at 
least eight people were alleg-
edly involved in the conspi-

racy and execution of the 
murder. They believe the at-
tackers carried out a detailed 
reconnaissance before target-
ing Rath. 

Chennai: Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister C Joseph Vijay on 
Monday directed officials to 
refurbish and upgrade the in-
frastructure of Amma Can-
teens across the state and 
ensure the supply of quality, 
hygienic and tasty food to the 
public. Amma Canteen, or 
Amma Unavagam, was 
launched on February 24, 

2013, by then CM J Jayalali-
thaa to address hunger and 
malnutrition by providing hy-
gienic food at highly subsi-
dised rates to the working 
class, homeless and low-in-
come groups. 

Amma Canteens were 
launched during the 2011-16 
AIADMK regime and named 
after Jayalalithaa.                PTI

TN CM ORDERS UPGRADE OF AMMA 
CANTEEN INFRASTRUCTURE

Gaurav Vivek  
Bhatnagar 
NEW DELHI 

The Enforcement Director-
ate on Monday arrested 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
leader Deepak Singla in con-
nection with an alleged 
multi-crore money launder-
ing case arising out of a Rs 
150 crore scam in the Orien-
tal Bank of Commerce, offi-
cials said. 

The arrest followed coor-
dinated searches at multiple 
premises linked to Singla 
and several hawala oper-
ators across Delhi and Goa, 
they said. 

The ED action triggered 
sharp reactions from AAP 
which defended Singla, la-
belling the arrest as "politi-
cally motivated". Senior 
party leaders including its 
convenor Arvind Kejriwal 
slammed the raids, accusing 
the central government of 
using federal agencies as a 
political tool ahead of Goa 
elections. 

Singla, who previously 
contested as the AAP candi-
date from Delhi's Vishwas 
Nagar assembly seat, was 
taken into custody after the 
raids led to the alleged re-
covery of incriminating 
documents. 

It is the second time in 
two years Singla has faced 
action by the federal agency. 
He was raided by the ED in 
2024 too. 

AAP leader 
held in ED 
action

`70,000 
crore surge... 

The government con-
firmed that sufficient natural 
gas supplies have been se-
cured to keep domestic urea 
plants running at optimum 
capacity. To insulate the agri-
cultural sector from volatile 
shipping lanes, India has ac-
tively diversified its maritime 
import routes away from the 
conflict-prone Strait of Hor-
muz (SoH). More than 22 
lakh tonnes of fertilisers have 
already successfully landed 
on Indian shores from alter-
native regions. 

Oil PSUs lose 
`750 cr daily 

However, she clarified that 
the Centre is not considering 
any bailout package for pub-
lic sector fuel retailers at 
present. Her remarks come 
amid continuing disruptions 
in crude oil and LNG imports 
due to the ongoing tensions 
in West Asia, which have im-
pacted global energy supply 
chains for nearly one-and-a-
half months.  

Modi bats for 
diplomacy... 

The trip marked the first bi-
lateral visit by an Indian prime 
minister to Norway in more 
than four decades and Modi’s 
maiden visit to the Scandina-
vian nation. The two leaders 
discussed expanding cooper-
ation in trade, maritime secur-
ity, renewable energy, green 
transition, digital infrastruc-
ture and investment.  

Tanker hits 
bike with... 
sustained injuries and are under-
going treatment. The accident 
occurred in front of High-Link 
Colony on Dhar Road. The im-
pact was so severe that the two 
children died on the spot, while 
Anita succumbed to her injuries 
on the way to the hospital. The 
family, originally from Udayna-
gar in Dewas district, was travel-
ling from Betma to Besan Kanta 
Phod village in Dewas to attend 
the condolence ceremony of 
Anita's brother. Ashok worked at 
a plywood door manufacturing 
company in Muradpur Aurang-
puri, Betma. Family members 
said they had left home at 7am 
and received news of the acci-
dent at 7.30am. Ashok's relative 
Lakhan Devda said, "Our happy, 
smiling family has been de-
stroyed. The children who used 
to play and run around the 
house all day are now gone for-
ever. Seeing them covered in 
blood was unbearable." 

Car alone:  
4-yr-old... 

Relatives said the SUV had 
been parked directly under 
the sun and the vehicle's 
glass sunroof had been left 
uncovered, intensifying the 
heat inside the cabin. With 
the doors locked and win-
dows rolled up, the tempera-
ture inside the vehicle rose 
rapidly. Investigators suspect 
the extreme heat and lack of 
oxygen inside the vehicle led 
to the child's suffocation. 

The incident left the family 
devastated. Hazra's mother is 
stated to be in severe shock, 
while relatives are trying to 
console her. Juni Indore po-
lice station in-charge Anil 
Gupta said, "We received in-
formation from a private hos-
pital regarding the death of 
the four-year-old girl, Hazra. 
She fell asleep in the car 
around noon and was found 
unconscious around 3pm." 

He added that police had 
begun a probe to ascertain the 
exact circumstances sur-
rounding the incident and 
conducted the post-mortem 
examination. While initial 
findings point to suffocation, 
the exact cause of death will 
be confirmed after the 
autopsy report. Police said 
statements of the grieving 
family members are yet to be 
recorded and appropriate 
legal action will be taken if any 
negligence comes to light dur-
ing the investigation. 

MGM PG 
medic... 

By the time friends began 
searching for him, he had al-
legedly already jumped. Patel 
was the only son in his family. 
His father had died earlier, 
while his married sister and 
mother survive him. He had 
completed his MBBS from Ja-
balpur. On Monday after-
noon, Patel's family arrived in 
Indore from Jabalpur. In 
their presence, police in-
spected his hostel room and 
later examined the sixth-
floor terrace. Since the iron 
gate leading to the terrace 
was locked from inside, po-
lice used a grill cutter to open 
it. Officials said the locked 
gate strengthened the possi-
bility of suicide and ruled out 
foul play or an accidental fall. 

Fix potholes 
in 48... 

The Supreme Court's 
Road Safety Committee has 
directed that all necessary 
road repair works be com-
pleted before the onset of the 
monsoon. In this regard, the 
Committee has issued in-
structions to the Chief Secre-
tary. 

The Committee has also 
sought detailed data from 
the state government for the 
past five years, including in-
formation related to road ac-
cidents caused by potholes, 
open waterlogged areas and 
fatalities or injuries at loca-
tions without barricades. 

The Committee further di-
rected authorities to im-
mediately identify and repair 
potholes. It also made man-
datory the installation of 
sturdy barricades, reflective 
tapes and adequate lighting 
around open drains, water-
logged areas and other acci-
dent-prone locations. 

To curb road accidents, 
District Road Safety Commit-
tees have been instructed to 
conduct regular safety audits 
and review existing safety ar-
rangements. 

Govt to draw 
fresh... 

The employees were 
required to inform the gov-
ernment about the expenses 
they would make on such 
jaunts and got permission 
after giving a satisfactory 
reply. But Modi's appeal had 
made it difficult for them, too, 
to get permission for foreign 
tours. 

Bail is rule 
even... 

In its order pronounced 
on Monday, Justice Bhuyan 
criticised various aspects 
of the January 5 judgment, 
including foreclosing the 
right of the two appellants 
to seek bail for a period of 
one year. 

3 held for 
forging... 

During the interrogation 
of Yadav and Gaur, the name 
of Ajay Maurya, who was 
employed in Jabalpur, sur-
faced. The police received in-
formation that Maurya was 
also working at a Sanjeevani 
facility on the basis of forged 
documents. A police team 
immediately took him into 
custody from Jabalpur. 

The police are now ques-
tioning all three suspects to 
ascertain who provided 
them with the forged de-
grees and registration docu-
ments. A case has been 
registered against the sus-
pects at Kotwali police sta-
tion under Sections 318, 338, 
336, and 340 of Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita. 

Elephant falls 
on woman... 

Camp staff tried to rescue 
her, but Kanjan continued at-
tacking and almost stood on 
Marthanda, making it imposs-
ible for rescuers to pull her out 
from beneath the elephant. 
Officials said this was the first 
such mishap at Dubare, where 
the Forest Department keeps 
several tamed elephants, in-
cluding those sent to the My-
suru Dasara celebrations.
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