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Farooq hits back over Omar posters

UP clerics rule 
out Eid prayers 
in public spaces 
LUCKNOW 

Amid a debate triggered by 
Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath's re-
cent remarks on offering 
namaz in public places, sev-
eral Muslim clerics have 
said that Eid-ul-Azha 
prayers would be offered in-
side mosques and Eidgahs 
as in previous years, and, if 
required, arrangements 
could be made for multiple 
prayer shifts.                     PTI 

Thar desert gets lifeline with 
massive water reservoir

WATERSHED  | The facility, built at a cost of around Rs242 crore, 
is scheduled to be inaugurated in July 

Manish Godha 
JAIPUR 

The Thar Desert in Jai-
salmer now has a man-made 
lake that will supply water to 
the districts of Jaisalmer and 
Barmer round the year. 

Built by the state Water 
Supplies Department, the 
lake stretches around 28km 
in length, with a depth of 
33ft and a storage capacity of 
1.41 billion litres of water. 

To prevent the desert soil 
from absorbing the stored 
water, a special 300-micron 
plastic sheet has been laid 
across the lakebed. The lin-
ing acts as a barrier, pre-
venting the water from 
seeping into the ground. 

The lake will serve as a 
reservoir for rainwater 

channelled through the In-
dira Gandhi Canal. The 
water will then be processed 
through a filtration plant 
and supplied to households 
across Barmer and Jai-
salmer.  

The initiative is expected 
to provide a continuous 
water supply round the year 

to a population of five mil-
lion people. 

Executive Engineer Ram-
pal Mundhiyara of the 
Water Supplies Department 

said the Indira Gandhi Canal 
undergoes a scheduled shut-
down, known as Nahar-
bandi, once every year for 
one month for maintenance. 
As a result, Barmer and Jai-
salmer face acute water 
shortages during the period. 

“Until now, there was no 
large-scale storage facility 
available to store water for 
use during these mainten-
ance periods. The necessity 
for this project arose specifi-
cally to address this persist-
ent water supply issue and 
the lack of adequate storage 
infrastructure,” Mundhiyara 
said. 

HC seeks TVK 
reply on child 
poll outreach 
PTI 
CHENNAI 

The Madras High Court on 
Thursday ordered notice to 
TVK founder and Chief Min-
ister C Joseph Vijay and others 
on a petition seeking a direction 
to the EC to inquire into allega-
tions of corrupt practices, in-
cluding the use of children to 
influence the electorate, com-
mitted during the TN Legis-
lative Assembly election 2026. 

A vacation bench compris-
ing Justices G R Swaminathan 
and V Lakshminarayanan also 
ordered notice to ECI, Chief 
Electoral Officer, Tamil Nadu, 
DMK President MK Stalin and 
AIADMK general secretary 
Edappadi K Palaniswami on a 
Public Interest Litigation plea 
filed by Advocate L Vasuki of 
Cuddalore District. 

The bench posted to May 
29, further hearing of the case. 

In her petition, Vasuki sub-
mitted that during the elec-
tion campaign, the President 
of TVK allegedly made state-
ments during a public meet-
ing conducted at YMCA 
Grounds, Chennai on April 21.

Work is underway on mega reservoir in Thar desert

 PTI 
SRINAGAR 

A political storm erupted 
in Jammu and Kashmir 
after the BJP circulated on-
line ‘Omar Abdullah miss-
ing’ posters in a bid to 
mock the chief minister. 
The BJP’s J&K unit shared 
the ‘missing’ posters on its 
social media handles, seek-
ing information about 
Abullah and claiming that 
he has been "missing for 
the last ten days". 

The saffron party’s criti-
cism comes amid reports 
that the chief minister is 
outside Jammu and Kash-
mir on a personal visit. 

Reacting to the posters, 
National Conference presi-
dent Farooq Abdullah hit 
back at the BJP, saying that 
the saffron party has "no-
thing better" to do. 


