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NEW DELHI:  The Supreme 
Court on Wednesday said 
the argument that the spe-
cial intensive revision of 
electoral rolls was never 
conducted before in the 
country cannot be used 
to examine the validity 
of the Election Commis-
sion’s decisions to carry 
out this exercise in sev-
eral states. Commencing 
final hearing on a clutch 
of petitions challenging 
the validity of the EC’s 
decisions to carry out the 
revision of electoral rolls 
in several states, a bench 
comprising Chief Justice 
Surya Kant and Justice 
Joymalya Bagchi said the 
poll panel has “inherent 
power to determine cor-
rectness of entry in Form 
6”. Form 6 has to be filled 
up by a person to regis-
ter himself or herself as a 
voter. The bench also reit-
erated that the Aadhaar 
card does not “confer 
absolute proof of citizen-
ship and that is why we 
said it will be one of the 
documents among the list 
of documents... If any one 
is deleted they will have to 
be given a notice of dele-
tion”. “Aadhaar is a cre-
ation of statute for avail-
ing benefits. Just because 

a person was granted Aad-
haar for ration, should he 
be made a voter also? Sup-
pose someone belongs to 

a neighbouring country 
and works as a labourer,” 
the CJI said. The bench 
did not seem in agree-

ment with a particular 
submission and said, 
“You are saying the Elec-
tion Commission is a post 
office which must accept 
the Form 6 submitted and 
include your name.”

“Prima facie, yes ... 
unless there is some con-
trary material,” senior 
advocate Kapil Sibal, 
appearing for some of the 
petitioners, said. “The 
Election Commission will 
always have this inherent 
constitutional jurisdiction 
to determine correctness 
of the documents...,” the 
bench said.

‘SIR not held can’t 
justify a challenge’

Form 6 has to be filled up by a person to register as a voter.

‘Form 6 cannot compel EC to 
accept entries without verification’

Justice Bagchi 
observed that Form 6, 
used for inclusion, can-
not bind the Election 
Commission to accept 
entries without verifi-
cation. Justice Bagchi 
emphasised the need 
to weed out deceased 
voters, noting that lists 
were publicly displayed 
in panchayats and on offi-
cial websites. “We do not 
judge in a vacuum,” he 
said. Advocate Prashant 
Bhushan drew attention 

to Assam’s SIR guide-
lines, arguing that they 
improperly empower 
electoral officers to 
determine citizenship.

The CJI responded that 
Assam is a unique case 
with foreigners tribunals 
established under special 
statutes, and that such 
determinations were lim-
ited to “D-voters” those 
marked as doubtful.

Sibal said that issues 
such as citizenship and 
unsoundness of mind 
must be decided by com-
petent statutory author-
ities that are the union 
ministry of home affairs 
and not booth level offi-
cers (BLOs). “BLOs have 
no right to get into this,” 
he said, terming the 
entire SIR exercise “erro-
neous and unconstitu-
tional”.

The hearing will con-
tinue on Thursday.

HIGHLIGHT

z Justice Bagchi 
emphasised the need 
to weed out deceased 
voters.

z Sibal argued that the 
SIR raised key democratic 
concerns.
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‘Reinforce 
predictability’

 Chief Justice of India 
Surya Kant on Wednesday, 
for the first time, mooted 
the idea of a uniform 
national judicial policy 
to minimise unpredict-
able and avoidable diver-
gence of opinions in cases 
by constitutional courts. 
Observing that there are 25 
high courts and multiple 
benches of the Supreme 
Court, the CJI said it is high 
time to minimise unpre-
dictability and avoidable 
divergence that may arise.

He was speaking at a 
function organised by the 
Supreme Court to cele-
brate the Constitution 
Day. “The time is also ripe 
for us to reinforce pre-
dictability in our judicial 
approach. One construc-
tive way forward, in my 
opinion, can be the evolu-
tion of a uniform national 
judicial policy, an insti-
tutional framework that 
encourages coherence 
across jurisdictions so that 
our courts speak with clar-
ity and consistency,” the 
CJI said.

NEWSLINEMurmu to become 
first Prez to address 
Odisha Assembly
Press Trust Of India

Speaker Surama Padhy 
said it will be a his-
toric moment for the 
assembly and its 147 
members.

B H U B A N E S W A R : 
Droupadi Murmu will 
script history on Thurs-
day by becoming the 
first President to address 
the Odisha Assembly, 
of which she was ear-
lier a member. Speaker 
Surama Padhy, who 
chaired an all-party 
meeting on Wednesday, 
said it will be a historic 
moment for the assem-
bly and its 147 mem-
bers. “The President will 
address the House from 
4 pm to 5 pm. We are 
all eagerly waiting to lis-
ten to her. Her visit and 
address as the President 
are truly historic,” she 
said. Padhy said Murmu 
will be the first President 
to visit and address the 
Odisha Assembly.

She said Murmu was 
elected to the Odisha 
Assembly from Rairang-
pur seat in Mayurbhanj 
district twice, in 2000 
and 2004. She also 
became a minister in the 
BJD-BJP coalition govern-
ment in Odisha.

During her visit, 
Murmu will also visit 
room number 11, the 
chamber in the assembly 
from where she func-
tioned as a minister.

She served as an MoS 
with independent charge 
for Commerce and Trans-
portation from March 6, 
2000 to August 6, 2002, 
and Fisheries and Animal 
Resources Development 
from August 6, 2002 to 
May 16, 2004.

FASTFACTS

z President will address 
the House from 4 pm to 
5 pm.

z Prez’s  visit and 
address as the President 
are truly historic

MUMBAI:  Stress has 
become one of the 
most common reasons 
individuals struggle 
with conception today, 
and men are no excep-
tion. Yet, what many do 
not realise is that while 
stress directly affects 
mood or energy, it can 
also alter sperm health 
in many ways.

Dr Namita Chandra 
Verma, Fertility Spe-
cialist, Birla Fertility 
& IVF, Raipur, says, 
when the body stays 
under constant stress, 
it releases higher levels 
of cortisol — the stress 
hormone. Cortisol has 
been found to interfere 
with the production 
of testosterone - the 
hormone that drives 
sperm formation. Over 
time, this imbalance 
can reduce both sperm 
count and motility and 
even affect sperm DNA 
integrity. Research has 
found that men with 
higher stress levels 
had significantly lower 
sperm concentration 
and poorer morphol-
ogy compared to those 
with lower stress expo-
sure.

Supreme Court of India.

Simple 
lifestyle shifts


