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Joshi slams Siddaramaiah 
over alleged remarks 
on Indo-US trade deal 
IANS 
NEW DELHI 

Responding to criticism over 
the proposed India-US trade 
agreement, Union Minister for 
Food, Public Distribution and 
Consumer Affairs, New and 
Renewable Energy, Pralhad 
Joshi, on Tuesday, criticised 
Karnataka Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah, saying that he 
should first introspect about 
emptying the state treasury 
before making such remarks.  

Joshi alleged that the Con-
gress-led government has not 
only depleted Karnataka’s 
once financially strong treas-
ury but has also stalled overall 
development and eroded in-
vestor confidence.  

“The Chief Minister must 
answer why this has hap-
pened,” he said. 

Joshi further stated that the 
Congress party should first 
lecture itself on “India’s na-
tional interest.” Recalling the 
26/11 Mumbai terror attacks in 
2008, he said that even as 
Mumbai was burning, the 
Congress remained silent.  

He reminded Siddaramaiah 
that due to external diplo-
matic pressure and the inac-
tion of senior Congress 
leaders, including a former 
Union Home Minister, India 
failed to take decisive action at 
the time.  

Pappu Yadav granted bail, but no  
immediate release from prison
Dheeraj Kumar 
PATNA 

Independent MP from Pur-
nia, Rajesh Ranjan aka Pappu 
Yadav, was granted bail by 
the MP-MLA court on Tues-
day in a 31-year-old fraud and 
forgery case but he was not 
immediately released from  
jail.  

Yadav`s advocate Shivnan-
dan Bharti said that his client 
was granted bail in the al-
leged fraud case, but hear-
ings for bail in two separate 
cases linked to Buddha Col-
ony and Kotwali police sta-
tion would be heard on 
Wednesday.    

He was produced before 
the court from Beur Model 
Central Jail under tight se-
curity for the bail hearing. He 
was seen sitting in the court 
on a wheelchair.  

His lawyer was about to 
file for bail on Monday, but 
the court received a bomb 
threat and all legal work 
came to a halt. 

Yadav was arrested in a 31-
year-old case. Congress 
leaders –Rahul Gandhi and 
Priyanka Gandhi- had alleged 
that he was arrested because 
he was raising the issue of the 
death of a NEET student. 
Yadav was remanded to judi-
cial custody by the court  on 
Saturday as he was taken to 
Patna Medical College and 
Hospital (PMCH) first but was 
shifted to Beur Jail when his 
health parameters were 
found normal later.  

Soon after his arrest late at 
night last Friday, Yadav devel-
oped health complications as 
he was admitted to PMCH 

after he was shifted from In-
dira Gandhi Institute of 
Medical Sciences (IGIMS). He 
was also taken to Indira Gan-
dhi Institute of Cardiology 
(IGIC) for check up. 

Yadav was arrested after 
he failed to appear before the 
court in a case in which he 
was accused of fraudulently 
renting a house under Gard-
anibagh police station limits 
in Patna to use it as his office. 

After police reached his 
residence in Mandiri locality 
of Patna to take him into cus-
tody, he said that he feared 
for his safety. "I am not well... 
I don't know what will 
happen with me. I suspect 
the police may harm him. I 
want to go directly to court 
instead of the police station,” 
he claimed. 

Humayun Kabir’s 
family faces  
Rs 10 crore  
property seizure 
Aritra Singha 
KOLKATA 

Two days before suspended 
TMC leader Humayun Kabir 
was set to begin construction 
of a mosque named ‘Babri 
Masjid’ in West Bengal’s Mur-
shidabad district, the state 
police attached properties 
worth Rs 10 crore linked to 
Shariful Islam, the father-in-
law of Kabir’s daughter. 

Following the court’s order 
in connection with a drug 
trafficking case, the state po-
lice have attached the prop-
erty worth Rs. 10 crores linked 
to Shariful Islam, father-in-law 
of Kabir’s daughter. 

“We are investigating the 
sale of drugs across the po-
rous international border 
and properties acquired 
using the proceeds of such 
activities under the NDPS 
(Narcotic Drugs and Psycho-
tropic Substances) Act. We 
will auction the properties,” 
said a senior police official. 

ISI-backed 
terror plot 
foiled; one held 
with RDX-based 
IED 
Rajesh Moudgil 
CHANDIGARH 

Punjab police on Tuesday 
claimed to have foiled a Pakis-
tan’s ISI-backed terror plot 
with the arrest of one accused 
person and recovered an 
RDX-based Improvised Ex-
plosive Device (IED) from his 
possession in Amritsar area. 

Director General of Po-
lice (DGP), Punjab, Gaurav 
Yadav said that the accused 
has been identified as 
Rahul Kumar alias Gaju, a 
resident of Chamrang 
Road in Amritsar. He 
works as an assistant in a 
salon in Amritsar. 

DGP Yadav said that pre-
liminary investigation indi-
cated that the accused was 
in contact with a foreign-
based handler acting under 
the instructions of Pakis-
tan-based handlers.  

Biswajeet Banerjee 
LUCKNOW 

The Allahabad High Court on 
Tuesday stayed the order of the 
Chief Judicial Magistrate Court 
directing registration of an FIR 
against former Sambhal DSP 
Anuj Chaudhary and 22 other 
police personnel in connection 
with the violence reported dur-
ing the survey of Sambhal Jama 
Masjid, granting them interim 
relief till the next hearing. 

Former Sambhal DSP Anuj 
Chaudhary has received in-
terim relief from the Allahabad 
High Court. The court has 
stayed the order of the Chief 
Judicial Magistrate Court di-

recting registration of an FIR 
against Chaudhary and 22 
other police personnel in con-
nection with the violence that 
broke out during the survey of 
Sambhal Jama Masjid. The High 
Court has put the CJM court 
order on hold and fixed the next 
hearing after five weeks. Till 
then, the process of registering 
an FIR against the officers will 
remain stayed. The CJM court 
had earlier directed registration 
of an FIR against the then Circle 
Officer Anuj Chaudhary and 22 
police officials over alleged 
lapses and actions during the vi-
olence that occurred at the time 
of the Jama Masjid survey in 
Sambhal.  

High Court stays CJM 
order for FIR against cops


