
PTI 
DAVANGERE (KARNATAKA) 

A man suspected of having links with a Pakistan-based 
terror organisation was arrested in this district, police 
said on Wednesday. The accused, identified as Suhail (20), 
is a native of Uttar Pradesh, they said. He had recently ar-
rived in Harihar taluk, where he was working as a painter, 
police added. The accused was picked up on Tuesday in 
a joint operation with intelligence officials following in-
puts from the National Investigation Agency. 

“We secured the accused and handed him over to the 
investigating agency concerned,” a senior police officer 
said, without divulging further details. 

According to police, suspected terror-related material 
was found on his WhatsApp account, and he was alleg-
edly in contact with several 
persons based in Pakistan. 

The arrest comes weeks 
after two men were arrested 
from Tumakuru and Davan-
gere districts on June 4 for al-
legedly maintaining contact 
through social media with a 
Pakistan-based individual and 
conspiring to carry out activ-
ities prejudicial to India's na-
tional security. 

Confirming the arrest, Kar-
nataka Home Minister 
Priyank Kharge said a Uttar 
Pradesh native arrested was 
found to have been in contact 
with some Pakistanis. The 
minister underlined further 
details would emerge only 
after the investigation is com-
pleted. 

Kharge said preliminary 
findings indicated that the in-
dividual had come to Karna-
taka in search of work and that 
investigators had recovered in-
formation from his mobile 
phone, leading to his arrest. 

“According to the prelim-
inary investigation and the in-
formation available, that 
person from Uttar Pradesh 
had apparently come here in 
search of work. Some informa-
tion has been detected from 
his mobile phone. So he's been 
arrested,” Kharge told re-
porters.
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Rape convict escapes jail 
as cops watch reels
Agencies 
MEERUT 

A jail inmate serving life sen-
tence in the Central Jail of 
Bareilly escaped after scaling 
the walls of the prison com-
plex while the guards watched 
reels on social media. He had 
been convicted for raping a 
child. 

Eleven officials of the prison 
have now been suspended 
over the incident, the report 
said. Jailer Neeraj Kumar and 
Deputy Jailer Vandana 
Chowdhary were suspended 
by Director General (Prisons) 
PC Meena. Strong departmen-
tal action was recommended 
against senior jail superintend-

ent Avinash Gautam. Seven 
low-ranking jail staffers were 
also suspended following this 
major breach in the security of 
this jail in Meerut. 

“Action has been taken 
against the personnel for der-
eliction of duty," the DG was 
quoted saying by ToI. 

The convict, identified as 22-
year-old Dinesh, was sent to 
work in a farm adjoining the 
prison along with 45 other in-
mates. Ten guards were as-
signed to keep a watch over 
them. An official of the jail in-
formed that the guards were 
distracted while on duty which 
led to this embarrassing inci-
dent for the UP police 

Court permits 
foreign trip 
for suspect 
PTI 
NEW DELHI 

Travelling abroad is an integral 
facet of Fundamental Rights, 
said a Delhi court, allowing a 
woman accused of money 
laundering to visit Thailand 
because of her children's on-
going summer vacations. 

Vacation Judge Rajesh 
Malik was hearing the appli-
cation of Reena Goel, an ac-
cused in the case in which 
shops in Delhi's Karol Bagh 
market area of a group com-
pany of Shree Raj Mahal 
Jewellers had been attached 
under the anti-money laun-
dering law as part of an inves-
tigation into a multi-crore 
bank loan fraud. 

According to the Enforce-
ment Directorate, the proper-
ties belonged to Ginni Gold 
Private Limited and its direc-
tors-cum-promoters Ginni 
Devi and Reena Goel. 

In her application, Goel had 
been granted bail in De-
cember 2025 with the con-
dition that she could not leave 
the country without the 
court's prior permission. But 
she wished to travel to Thai-
land for her children's 
summer vacations from June 
25 to July 2. In an order dated 
July 19, the court said it 
needed to balance the right of 
the accused to travel abroad 
against the grounds for refus-
ing such permission. 

"The primary and most 
compelling ground for denial 
would be credible apprehen-
sion that she will flee from jus-
tice. Such apprehension can 
either be shown from the evi-
dence or it can be gathered by 
drawing inferences from the 
other facts," the court said. 

It, however, said that the ED 
has not shown any evidence 
or facts to show that she may 
flee from justice. 

"It is not the case that she is 
making investments in foreign 
countries to settle abroad. 
Mere being an accused does 
not suffice to stop her from 
travelling abroad. 

Jihad comment lands 
Madani in controversy

UPROAR| Jamiat chief’s remarks at Uttarakhand meeting trigger 
fresh political debate

IANS 
HARIDWAR 

Jamiat Ulema-e-Hind Na-
tional President, Maulana 
Syed Arshad Madani, arrived 
in Kaliyar, a small town near 
Roorkee in Uttarakhand's Ha-
ridwar, and attended the 
meeting of the State Executive 
Committee as the chief guest 
has sparked a fresh contro-
versy, saying that "in 1803, 
when the country was under 
colonial rule, a call for 'Jihad' 
was issued for the nation's 
freedom. Therefore to free the 
nation, it was must for all 
Muslims to wage Jihad (war)". 

 While addressing a large 
gathering on Tuesday of the 
Ulemas (Islamic scholars), 
'Hafiz' (someone who has 
memorised the Quran), and 
members of the Muslim com-
munity on various issues of 
national importance, includ-

ing social harmony, the demo-
cratic system, and religious 
freedom, Maulana Madani 
said, “In 1803, when our 
country was enslaved, a call 
for 'Jihad' was issued for the 
nation's freedom. And to free 
it, to break off the chains of 
slavery from our necks, doing 

jihad is the duty of every Mus-
lim. This is a movement that 
originated from the madrasas. 
Whoever does not know this 
is ignorant.” 

Highlighting the signifi-
cance of Muslims and 
mosques in the struggle for 
country's Independence, the 

Jamiat Ulema-e-Hind Presi-
dent remarked that the cur-
rent Narendra Modi-led 
Union government is de-
molishing these very 
mosques. 

“After Independence, those 
in power began to harm Mus-
lims; successive governments 
kept the Muslim community 
entangled in riots and unrest, 
but the current government is 
opposed not only to Muslims 
but to Islam itself. Our relig-
ious sites are being razed with 
the help of bulldozers.” 

He said that Muslims have 
made a significant contribu-
tion to the country's Indepen-
dence and its progress. 

Maulana Madani remarked 
that the country can only 
function through love and 
harmony, yet today, mosques 
and madrasas are being de-
molished, and Muslims are 
falling victim to mob lynching. 

New Delhi: After Jamiat 
Ulema-e-Hind national presi-
dent Maulana Syed Arshad 
Madani stated that “Jihad is 
every Muslim's right,” BJP 
leaders on Wednesday criti-
cised the remark, alleging that 
such statements are made 
periodically to promote a 
political agenda and provoke 
sections of the Muslim com-
munity. 

Speaking to IANS, BJP 
leader Rohan Gupta said, 

“Maulana Madani, every 10–15 
days, makes some statement 
or warning to promote his 
politics and provoke Muslims. 
However, I believe the Muslim 
community has now under-
stood this pattern and no 
longer gives much impor-
tance to such remarks. Some-
times he talks about jihad, and 
at other times about different 
issues, but Muslims in the 
country are receiving their 
rights as citizens of India.” 

BJP slams Madani’s remark

Suspect with Pak 
terror links held

PATNA 

A tragic incident has been re-
ported from Munger district 
in Bihar, where five girls are 

feared drowned in the Ganga 
River after being swept away 
by strong currents while bath-
ing at a ghat. 

The incident occurred on 

Wednesday morning at the 
Bakchapra Ganga Ghat under 
the Vasudevpur police station 
area, triggering panic and 
chaos in the region.         IANS 

Five girls feared drowned in Ganga River


