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NEW DELHI: Slamming Rajas-
than government for "facilitat-
ing" illegal sand mining, 

Supreme Court stayed its notifi-
cation de-notifying 732 hectares 
of the National Chambal Sanctu-

ary, saying it will not allow de-
notification of any reserve land 
for protected species.  
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Amid full-throttle guesswork 
over the name of Bihar`s next 
chief minister, various politi-
cal parties have started brac-
ing up for the elections to 
Bihar legislative council. 

A total of nine MLC seats 
are set to become vacant in 
June 2026. By-polls will also 
be held to two seats – vacated 
by Bihar chief minister Nitish 
Kumar following his election 
to Rajya Sabha, and also by 
Bihar health minister and 
senior BJP leader Mangal 
Pandey after he was elected 
to the assembly in the last 
state polls. Nitish resigned 
from the legislative council on 
March 30 even as his term 
was to end on May 6, 2030. In 
Nitish`s place, his son, Ni-
shant Kumar, who formally 
joined JD (U) on March 8, is 
likely to be nominated to the 
seat. The terms of Moham-
mad Farooq and Sunil Kumar 
Singh from RJD, Ghulam 
Ghaus, Bhishma Sahni, and 
Kumud Verma from JD (U), 
Sanjay Mayukh from BJP and 
Samir Kumar Singh from 
Congress will end. With by-
polls to two seats, elections to 
the upper house will be held 
for a total of 11 seats. 

AIMIM is likely to field a 
candidate in the polls and 
gets support of RJD and other 
allies of the Mahagathband-
han as the former had ex-
tended support to the RJD 
candidate in the last Rajya 
Sabha polls. Based on the 
existing numerical strength of 
the respective parties in the 
assembly, NDA is expected to 

win 10 of these seats, while 
one seat will go to the Maha-
gathbandhan. Of the 10 seats 
allocated to the NDA, one is 
considered virtually reserved 
for state panchayati raj min-
ister Deepak Prakash, son of 
RLM chief and Rajya Sabha 
member Upendra Kushwaha. 
Prakash is presently not a 
member of either house of 
the state legislature. Another 
seat is expected to go to the 
LJP (RV) as the party has 19 
MLAs, voting en bloc to the 
NDA candidates in the Rajya 
Sabha election. It is expected 
that  the minister, Prakash, 
will be nominated to fill the 
seat vacated by Pandey. 
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