
VENICE 

Climate activist Greta Thun-
berg was banned from Venice 
for 48 hours and fined £132 
after she and fellow Extinc-
tion Rebellion activists dyed 
the Grand Canal green in a 
protest over the weekend. 

Thirty-five other activists 
received the same punish-
ment. The activists said they 
used an environmentally 
harmless dye to draw atten-
tion to the “massive effects of 

climate collapse.” 
The protest took place to 

coincide with the conclusion 
of the Cop30 United Nations 
climate conference in Brazil. 
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Luca Zaia, governor of the 
Veneto region, criticised the 
action as “a disrespectful act 
towards our city, its history 
and its fragility.” Agencies
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AP 
KYIV 

Russia launched a wave of at-
tacks on Ukraine’s capital, Kyiv, 
overnight, with at least six 
people killed in strikes that hit 
city buildings and energy infra-
structure. A Ukrainian attack 
on southern Russia killed three 
people and damaged homes, 
authorities said. The attacks 
came during a renewed US 
push to end the war that has 
raged for nearly four years, and 
talks about a US peace plan. 
Army Secretary Dan Driscoll 
met with Russian officials for 
several hours in Abu Dhabi on 
Tuesday, a US official told The 
Associated Press. 

Driscoll, who became part of 
the US negotiating team less 
than two weeks ago, is heading 
up the latest phase of talks in-
volving the terms of a possible 
peace settlement with Russia. 

The US official, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity to 
discuss sensitive negotiations, 
declined to give details on how 
long the negotiations would 
last or what topics were being 
discussed, but noted that the 
Ukrainians were aware of the 
meeting and all sides have indi-
cated they wanted to reach a 
deal to halt the fighting as 
quickly as possible. 

Ukraine’s President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy said late Mon-
day that “the list of necessary 

steps to end the war can be-
come doable” after progress 

was made in Sunday’s talks be-
tween US and Ukrainian del-
egates in Geneva. He said he 
planned to discuss “sensitive” 
outstanding issues with Presi-
dent Donald Trump. 

Rustem Umerov, a senior ad-
viser to Zelenskyy, wrote on so-
cial platform X on Tuesday that 

the Ukrainian leader hoped to 
finalise a deal with Trump “at 
the earliest suitable date in No-
vember.” Russian officials have 
been reserved in their com-
ments on the peace plan.Euro-
pean leaders have cautioned 
that the road to peace will be 
long.

AP 
WASHINGTON DC 

US President Donald Trump 
has said that he will travel to 
China in April at the invita-
tion of Chinese President Xi 
Jinping. In a posting on the 
social media platform Truth 
Social on Monday (local time), 
Trump said that they had a 
very good phone conversa-
tion.  

He said that the call 
covered Ukraine, Russia, 
fentanyl, soybeans and other 
farm products, adding that 
the two sides had done a 
good, and very important, 
deal for their Great Farmers 
and that it will only get better. 

He said the conversation 
followed their “highly suc-
cessful” meeting in South 
Korea on October 30 and that 
both sides had made signifi-
cant progress in keeping re-
cent agreements current and 
accurate. 

“Since then, there has been 
significant progress on both 
sides in keeping our agree-
ments current and accurate. 
Now we can set our sights on 
the big picture” Trump said 
in his post on Truth Social. 

President Trump also an-
nounced that he would host 
the Chinese leader for a state 
visit in the United States later 
in 2026. 

He said that the US rela-
tionship with China is “ex-
tremely strong” and that that 
he has accepted an invitation 
by Xi to visit Beijing in April 
2026. 

According to a statement, 
the two leaders also dis-
cussed the war in Ukraine. 

President Xi reiterated 
China’s support for all efforts 
conducive to peace and ex-
pressed hope that parties in-
volved in the conflict would 
narrow differences and work 
toward a fair, lasting and 
binding peace agreement.

US PEACE PUSH: Talks involving terms of a possible peace settlement between 
Russia and Ukraine continues 

Russian barrage on Kyiv kills 
six, disrupts energy supplies

Capital hit by 22 missiles,  
460 drones overnight 

Russia fired 22 missiles of various types and over 
460 drones at Ukraine overnight, Zelenskyy wrote 

on Telegram. The strikes knocked out water, electricity 
and heat in parts of Kyiv. Video footage posted to Tele-
gram showed a large fire spreading in a nine-story 
residential building in Kyiv’s eastern Dniprovskyi dis-
trict. Ukraine’s energy ministry said energy infrastruc-
ture had been hit, without giving details.  
Russian air defences destroyed 249 Ukrainian drones 
overnight above various Russian regions, and the occu-
pied Crimea, the Russian Defence Ministry said on 
Tuesday, noting that 116 of the drones were shot down 
over the Black Sea.It was the fourth-largest Ukrainian 
drone attack on Russia, according to an AP tally.

Emergency services personnel work to extinguish a fire following a Russian attack in 
Kyiv, Ukraine, on Tuesday  AP/PTI

AP 
BRUSSELS 

The European Union’s defence chief on 
Tuesday proposed deeper integration of 
the bloc’s defence industry with Ukraine 
as a US peace plan remains in flux and 
Russia’s unconventional warfare oper-
ations rattle the 27-nation bloc. 
EU lawmakers are due to hold a vote on a 
1.5-billion-euro (USD 1.7 billion) program, 
with 300 million euros (USD 345 million) 
slated for the Ukraine Support Instru-
ment.Ukraine’s defence industry “needs 
us,” EU Defence Commissioner Andrius 

Kubilius told EU lawmakers in Stras-
bourg, France, without mentioning the 
ongoing peace negotiations to end the 
war. “But we need Ukraine’s defence in-
novations even more,” He said that allow-
ing Ukrainian access to the EU’s Defence 
Investment Program “makes it possible 
to procure defence equipment in, with 
and for Ukraine.” EU defence spending is 
expected to total around 392 billion 
euros (more than USD 450 billion) this 
year, almost double the amount of four 
years ago, before Russia launched its 
full-scale invasion of Ukraine on Feb. 24, 
2022.

EU proposes deepening defence industry ties with Ukraine 

Trump to visit China 
in April on Xi invite
Reciprocates with White House 
invite for China Prez next year 

Japanese PM 
receives call  
from US President   
Meanwhile, Japanese 

Prime Minister 
Sanae Takaichi reaf-
firmed close cooper-
ation with the United 
States during a call with 
President Donald 
Trump, hours after he 
spoke with Chinese 
President Xi Jinping, Ja-
panese state media re-
ported.Takaichi said her 
conversation with 
Trump had been on the 
request of the US Pres-
dient who briefed her 
on his phone conversa-
tion with Xi on Monday. 
Beijing and Tokyo have 
sparred over Takaichi’s 
earlier remarks that 
suggested Tokyo could 
deploy its military forces 
in the event of a conflict 
in the Taiwan Strait.

BEIJING 

China 
launches 
rescue 
spacecraft  
China successfully 
launched a new spacecraft 
on Tuesday to replace its 
debris-hit spaceship at-
tached to the space sta-
tion, completing the first 
emergency launch of its 
crewed programme.The 
newly launched Shenz-
hou-22 spaceship, which 
docked with the Tiangong 
space station, will provide 
a return vessel for the 
three astronauts in orbit 
who are due to return in 
April next year.The pre-
vious crew used their re-
turn vessel to fly home on 
November 14, after their 
spaceship was hit by de-
bris, which damaged the 
view window and made it 
unsafe.   
COLOMBO 

Sri Lanka 
decides to join 
RCEP: Minister 
Sri Lanka has decided to 
join the Regional Compre-
hensive Economic Part-
nership (RCEP), as the 
Cabinet approved a pro-
posal to complete and 
submit the initial question-
naire required for joining 
the pact, a top official said 
Tuesday. The RCEP is a 
free trade agreement 
(FTA) consisting of 10 
ASEAN members (Brunei, 
Cambodia, Indonesia, Ma-
laysia, Myanmar, Sin-
gapore, Thailand, the 
Philippines, Laos and Viet-
nam) and five of the bloc’s 
dialogue partners - China, 
Japan, South Korea, Aus-
tralia and New Zealand. 
DEIR AL-BALAH 

Hamas to 
return Israeli 
hostage’s body 
Hamas says it will return the 
body of an Israeli hostage on 
Tuesday, part of last month’s 
fragile ceasefire that has held 
despite Israeli strikes on 
Gaza, mounting Palestinian 
casualties, and mutual accu-
sations of violations. 
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Greta fined, banned from Venice after dyeing canal green

People enjoy a gondola ride on the Grand Canal, where the 
canal’s water has been dyed green in a protest. REUTERS

Namibian ‘Adolf Hitler’ set 
to win his second election
WINDHOEK 

The name Adolf Hitler is reviled the world 
over for good reason.The German dictator 
and head of the Nazi Party killed millions of 

people, including 
Jews, through the 
Holocaust, and 
plunged nations 
across the world 
into a catastrophic 
war that it took 
decades to recover 
from. However, a 
Namibian politician 
with the same 
name, Adolf Hitler 

Uunona, is now set to win re-election on 26 
November (Wednesday). Adolf was born in 
December 1965, in what was then South West 
Africa. 

Adolf, 59, belongs to Namibia’s ruling centre-
left South West Africa People’s Organisation 
(Swapo). The party, which has ruled Namibia 
since its independence, has campaigned 
against colonial and white-minority rule.Adolf 
serves the Ompundja constituency, which is in 
Namibia’s Oshana region in the north. 

 The small constituency is home to fewer 
than 3,000 voters. Adolf is set to win his fourth 
term in this seat, which he also previously won 
in 2020, 2015 and 2004. 


