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CISF officially takes 
over security of 
Bhakra Dam project 
Rajesh Moudgil 
CHANDIGARH 

In a significant step to bolster 
the security of one of India’s 
most critical infrastructure 
projects, the Central Industrial 
Security Force (CISF) has offi-
cially taken over the security 
responsibilities of the Bhakra 
Dam project, situated between 
Punjab and Himachal Pradesh. 

Inspector General, CISF 
(North Sector) Navjyoti Gogoi, 
DIG CISF (North Zone-II) M K 
Yadav, and Chairman, BBMB, 
Manoj Tripathi,  along with the 
Unit Commander, CISF Unit 
BDP Nangal, Prateek Raghu-
vanshi attended the event. The 
Induction ceremony at the 
dam marked the formal hand-
over from state police to CISF. 

The Bhakra Dam (in Hima-
chal Pradesh) and Nangal Dam 
(in Punjab) is a concrete gravity 
dam on the Sutlej River in Bi-
laspur district, Himachal Pra-
desh, forming the Gobind 
Sagar Reservoir. It stands 
226 m high and 518 m long. 
The Gobind Sagar Reservoir, 
extending 90 km and cover-
ing 168 square kilometers, 
can store 9.34 billion cubic 
meter of water. 

Punjab cabinet nod to new 
bylaws to ease housing 
pressure in cities 
Rajesh Moudgil 
CHANDIGARH 

 In a major people friendly in-
itiative aimed at giving fillip to 
urban development and indus-
trialisation, the Punjab Cabinet 
led by chief minister Bhagwant 
Mann on Tuesday gave nod to 
Punjab Unified Building Rules, 
2025. 

An official spokesperson 
said this Act aims to introduce 
a comprehensive and uniform 
regulatory framework govern-
ing building and development 
activities across Punjab. 

This Act stipulates raising 
the permissible height for low-
rise buildings from 15m to 21m 
and enabling third-party self-
certification for plan approval 
and completion. Limiting scru-
tiny for high-rise projects to es-
sential safety parameters, 
thereby reducing delays. 
Allowing additional ground 
coverage and FAR on payment 
basis, and relaxing parking, 
setback, and open space 
norms. 

Likewise, it also includes In-
corporating EWS, Affordable, 
and Rental Housing provisions 
within a single unified frame-

work. Introducing new build-
ing categories such as Mixed 
Land Use and Multilevel Park-
ing, aligning with modern 
urban needs. Permitting wider 
balconies, basement use, car 
lifts, and exemptions from on-
site STP where city-level facil-
ities exist. These reforms 
represent a progressive step to-
wards sustainable, investor-
friendly, and standardized 
building regulation across Pun-
jab. 
Stamp duty 

Likewise, the Cabinet also 
gave approval for Rationalisa-
tion of Stamp Duty and Regis-
tration Fee on Instruments of 
Hypothecation and Equitable 
Mortgage by Amending the In-
dian Stamp Act, 1899 (Punjab) 
and Registration Fee Rules. 
This step is a progressive and 
business-friendly initiative 
aimed at reducing financial 
burden on industries. 
Barnala Municipal  
Corporation 

The Cabinet also gave go 
ahead to upgrade the existing 
Municipal Council, Barnala to 
a Municipal Corporation, en-
abling planned urban growth, 
improved civic infrastructure. 

Two killed as bus catches fire after 
hitting high-tension power line 

Espionage suspect arrested, links 
with foreign N agencies suspected

BREAKTHROUGH | During search, police seized one 
original and two forged passports from his possession

PTI 
NEW DELHI 

The Delhi Police has ar-
rested a 59-year-old man 
for his alleged involvement 
in espionage activities, in-
cluding links with foreign-
based nuclear scientist, and 
a fake passport racket oper-
ating from Jamshedpur in 
Jharkhand, an official said 
on Tuesday. 

The accused, identified 
as Mohammad Adil Hus-
saini and also known by the 
names Syed Adil Hussain, 
Nasimuddin and Syed Adil 
Hussaini, was apprehended 
from Seemapuri in Delhi 
two days ago, he said. 

A police source said that 
the accused was also in 
touch with a nuclear scien-
tist based abroad. 

Additional Commis-
sioner of Police (Special 
Cell) Pramod Singh Kush-
wah said that Adil is a resi-
dent of Tata Nagar, 

Jamshedpur. 
"Adil and his brother 

Akhtar Hussaini are sus-
pected of supplying sensi-
tive information to foreign 
countries and procuring 
multiple Indian passports 
using forged documents," 
the officer added. 

The entire network was 
allegedly being operated 
from Jamshedpur, where 
fake identity cards and 
passports were being pre-
pared with the help of 
counterfeit documents. 

During the search, police 
seized one original and two 
forged passports from 
Adil's possession. He was 
arrested in a case regis-
tered under sections 61(2) 
(Criminal conspiracy), 318 
(Cheating), 338 (Forgery of 
valuable security, will, etc) 
and 340 (Forged document 
or electronic record and 
using it as genuine) of the 
BNS on October 26, the Ad-
ditional CP added. 

A senior police officer 

said that Mumbai Police has 
also arrested Adil's brother 
Akhtar, who had travelled 
to several Gulf countries 
and allegedly obtained 
three identity cards of a 
confidential centre using 
forged documents. 

Investigating teams are 

also verifying how many 
people were issued fake 
passports through the net-
work. Adil was produced 
before Duty JMFC Sahil 
Monga, who granted seven 
days of police custody re-
mand for further interroga-
tion, Kushwah added. 

Haryana to shift to 
fully paperless 
land registration 
system from Nov 1  
Chandigarh: Haryana will 
move to a completely paperless 
land registration system from 
November 1, the state's forma-
tion day, making physical docu-
ments obsolete across all 
tehsils, according to an official 
statement issued on Tuesday. 

Financial Commissioner for 
Revenue and Disaster Manage-
ment, Sumita Misra, on Tues-
day held a video conference 
with all deputy commissioners 
to review progress of the on-
going digital reforms. 

"The meeting marks a his-
toric shift from a 58-year-old 
traditional system to a modern, 
fully digital framework aimed 
at improving efficiency, trans-
parency and citizen conveni-
ence," the statement said. 

It further said that a QR 
code-based feedback system 
will soon be introduced in all 
tehsil offices, allowing citizens 
to instantly rate their experi-
ence and report issues in ser-
vices. According to the 
statement, all property deeds 
will now require only digital 
signatures, ending the risks of 
tampering, forgery or loss of 
files.                                             PTI 

Mumbai: A software engin-
eer was arrested by Maha-
rashtra Anti-Terrorism 
Squad (ATS) in Pune on Mon-
day for his alleged links with 
banned organisations like 
Pakistan's Al Qaeda and role 
in radicalising youth, an offi-
cial said. 

Zubair Hangargekar, who 
was under the Pune ATS sur-
veillance since last month, 
was presented in court soon 
after his arrest. A police offi-
cial said that the accused, ar-
rested from the Kondhwa 

area in Pune city, was booked 
under provisions of the Un-
lawful Activities (Prevention) 
Act. 

The police told the court 
that Hangargekar was alleg-
edly involved in anti-national 
activities and planning terror 
strikes in Maharashtra and 
other cities. The police said 
during searches at the prem-
ises of the software engineer, 
they recovered incriminating 
material purportedly meant 
for the radicalisation of 
youth. 

Pune techie held by ATS over 
suspected link with Al-Qaeda

Manish Godha 
JAIPUR 

A man and his 20-year-old 
daughter died when a bus they 
were travelling in came in con-
tact with a high-tension power 
line and caught fire around 50 
km from Jaipur on Tuesday 
morning.  

Naseem, 50, and his daughter 
Sahinam, 20, died on the spot in 
this accident, while Naseem's 
wife is in a critical condition. 

The passengers on the bus 
were labourers from Pilibhit 
district in Uttar Pradesh, being 
transported to work at a brick 
kiln. The accident comes  barely 
two weeks after 20 people were 
burnt alive when a private bus 
travelling from Jaisalmer to 

Jodhpur in Rajasthan caught 
fire. 

The accident could have been 
more devastating, as there were 
three LPG cylinders in the bus, 
and one exploded.  Shahpura  
DSP Mukesh Choudhary said 
that the bus was carrying brick 
kiln workers and was over-
loaded with luggage. It was pas-
sing through an internal kachha 
road near the village when 

household articles and LPG cyl-
inders on the roof of the bus 
touched the high-tension line.  

“Due to the overloading, the 
roof touched the high-tension 
wire. The bus was electrocuted, 
leading to explosions from the 
cylinders and vehicle engines, 
which caused a massive fire,” 
Chaudhary added. 

Three LPG cylinders and two 
motorcycles were later re-
covered in a burnt condition. 

Jaipur Collector Jitendra 
Kumar Soni said  that  around 
65 workers were on board and 
the bus was coming from Pilib-
hit (Uttar Pradesh).  Naseem (50) 
and Sahinam  (20) burned to 
death in the accident, while six 
others have been rushed to the 
hospital.  

Air India bus catches fire at 
Delhi Airport, no casualty 
New Delhi: A fire broke out in an Air India bus parked 
near Terminal 3 of the Indira Gandhi International Air-
port in Delhi on Tuesday afternoon, an official said. 

Deputy Commissioner of Police (IGI) Vichitra Veer, 
in a statement, said the bus was not carrying any pas-
sengers or luggage at the time of the incident. 

The incident was reported at 1 pm to the IGI Airport 
Police Station, following which fire tenders, local 
police, and personnel from the Central Indus-
trial Security Force (CISF) rushed to the spot, 
the official said. 

"Only the driver was present when the fire 
broke out. The blaze was promptly brought 
under control by fire officials. No injuries or 
casualties have been reported," DCP Veer 
added. 

The vehicle, used for ferrying passengers on 
the airport premises, sustained damage in the 
incident, according to the police. The area was 
briefly cordoned off as a precautionary 
measure, they said, adding that a detailed exam-
ination of the bus is being carried out to ascer-
tain the cause of the fire. 

Top court cancels 
rape case against 
23-year-old man 
BENGALURU 

The Karnataka High Court 
has quashed an FIR against 
a 23-year-old man accused 
of raping a woman he met 
on a dating app, observing 
that a relationship entered 
into by mutual consent 
cannot be converted into a 
criminal offence except in 
the "clearest of cases". 

Allowing the petition 
filed by the man, Justice M 
Nagaprasanna said, "A rela-
tionship born of mutual vo-
lition, even if it founders in 
disappointment, cannot, 
save in the clearest of cases, 
be transmuted into an of-
fence under the criminal 
law."  

According to the pros-
ecution, the accused and 
the complainant got ac-
quainted through a dating 
app and later maintained 
regular contact on Insta-
gram for over a year. On 
August 11, 2024, the two 
met in person, had a meal 
together, and subsequently 
went to a hotel where they 
allegedly engaged in physi-
cal intimacy. The next day, 
the man dropped the 
woman back at her resi-
dence. 

The complaint stated 
that the following day the 
woman underwent a medi-
cal examination at a hospi-
tal, where she was 
reportedly informed that 
she had been sexually as-
saulted. 

She then lodged a police 
complaint, leading to the 
registration of an FIR 
under section 64 (rape) of 
the Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita (BNS) and the sub-
sequent arrest of the 
accused. 

The woman alleged that 
the man had sexual inter-
course with her despite her 
denial on the pretext that 
once she obtained divorce 
from her husband, he 
would instantly marry her. 

The man, however, de-
nied the allegations of hav-
ing forced sexual 
intercourse with the assur-
ance of marriage. 

Man awarded life sentence for 
raping minor daughter  
Malkangiri (Odisha): A POCSO court in Odisha's Mal-
kangiri district on Tuesday sentenced a 45-year-old 
man to life after convicting him of raping his 13-year-old 
daughter in 2023. 
The court also slapped Rs 20,000 fine on the convict. If 
he fails to deposit the fine, the convict will have to re-
main in jail for six more months. 


