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RESERVATION OF OBCs

PTI 
TURA (MEGHALAYA) 

The total curfew imposed in 
Meghalaya's East and West 
Garo Hills districts was relaxed 
on Thursday to allow people to 
procure essential items, officials 
said. 

The district administrations 
said the relaxation was allowed 
to enable residents to procure 
essential commodities. The 
curfew was imposed in the two 
districts under Section 163 of 
the BNSS after violence erupted 
in West Garo Hills during pro-
tests linked to the elections to 
the Garo Hills Autonomous Dis-
trict Council (GHADC), with 
demonstrators opposing the 
participation of non-Garo com-
munities in the filing of nomi-
nations for the polls. 

Two persons were killed and 
several others injured when po-
lice opened fire to disperse a 
mob during clashes in the 
Chibinang area on Tuesday, of-
ficials said. 

The unrest has led to inci-
dents of arson and damage to 
property in parts of the Garo 
Hills region, prompting auth-
orities to deploy additional se-
curity forces, including five 

columns of the Army -- three in 
Tura town and two in Chibi-
nang -- to restore order. 

The chief minister visited 
Tura on Thursday, during 
which he reviewed the security 
situation and held meetings 
with the West Garo Hills dep-
uty commissioner, as well as 
senior officers of the Army and 
the Rapid Action Force (RAF). 

Sangma also interacted with 
local residents and visited sev-
eral sites damaged during the 
violence, including burnt shops, 
destroyed roadside market 
sheds and the office of the Na-
tional People's Party (NPP), 
which was partially damaged 
due to arson. 

In a video statement, the 
chief minister described the 
vandalism and arson targeting 
the party office as unfortunate 

and assured people that those 
responsible would face strict 
action under the law. 

He said the party would re-
build the damaged office and 
would continue to strengthen 
its organisation, asserting that 
the NPP "lives in the hearts of 
the people" and cannot be 
weakened by such attacks. 

In the wake of the violence, 
Sangma on Wednesday an-
nounced the postponement 
of the GHADC elections that 
were scheduled to be held on 
April 10. 

The state government has 
also suspended mobile internet 
services across five districts of 
the Garo Hills region as a pre-
cautionary measure to prevent 
the spread of rumours and 
maintain law and order, offi-
cials added.

Man-animal  
conflict: Leopards 
to be reclassified 
to Schedule 2 
species in Maha

 
IANS 
MUMBAI 

In a significant move to ad-
dress the rising frequency of 
leopards entering human 
settlements in Maharashtra 
due to destruction of their 
own habitat, Forest Minister 
Ganesh Naik on Thursday an-
nounced in the Legislative As-
sembly that the Maharashtra 
Cabinet has approved the re-
classification of leopards from 
Schedule 1 to Schedule 2.   

He further stated that Ma-
harashtra is currently seeking 
the necessary permissions 
from the Central Wildlife De-
partment to formalise this 
change. 

“Once the leopard is moved 
to Schedule 2, individuals will 
not face legal action if a leopard 
that has entered a human settle-
ment is killed in self-defence or 
protection,” he said.  

India has over 11,000 pilots, 
nearly 1,900 are women: Govt 
IANS 
NEW DELHI 

India currently has more than 11,000 pilots working with major 
domestic airlines, with nearly 1,900 of them being women, the 
Parliament was informed on Thursday.  

In a written reply to a question in Lok Sabha, Minister of 
State for Civil Aviation Murlidhar Mohol said that Indian air-
lines together employ 11,394 pilots, including 1,871 female pi-
lots. Among the airlines, IndiGo has the highest number of 
pilots in the country. The airline employs a total of 5,200 pilots, 
including 970 women. “Air India is the second-largest em-
ployer of pilots with 3,123 pilots, including 508 female pilots,” 
the minister stated. Air India Express has 1,820 pilots, includ-
ing 234 women, while Akasa Air employs 761 pilots, of whom 
76 are women. 

SpiceJet has 375 pilots with 58 women, and Alliance Air 
employs 115 pilots, including 
25 female pilots. The govern-
ment also shared details of 
foreign pilots hired by Indian 
airlines. According to the 
data, Alliance Air employs 15 
foreign pilots, Air India Ex-
press has hired 48, and In-
diGo has 29 foreign pilots 
working with the airline. 

PTI 
JAIPUR 

A tigress has given birth to 
three cubs in the Sariska Tiger 
Reserve in Rajasthan, taking 
the total number of the big 
cats in the protected area to 
53, officials said on Thursday. 

The movement and con-
dition of the tigress and the 
cubs appear normal at first 
glance. Tigress ST-17 had ear-
lier also given birth to cubs, 
and this is her second suc-
cessful breeding, they said. 

The cubs were captured in 
camera trap photographs 
and videos in the Akbarpur 
range of the 1,200 sq km re-
serve, along with their 
mother. 

Monitoring teams have 
been directed to keep a 
close watch on the activ-
ities of the tigress and her 

cubs, they added. 
Forest Minister Sanjay 

Sharma described the de-
velopment as good news 
for wildlife conservation in 
the state. 

"Good news from Sariska 
Tiger Reserve. Tigress ST-17 
is blessed with three new-
born cubs in the Akbarpur 
range of Sariska. The grow-
ing tiger family tells the suc-
cess story of Rajasthan's 
wildlife conservation. The 
government is always com-
mitted to forest and wildlife 
conservation," Sharma said. 

Wildlife experts said the 
birth of three cubs reflects 
the success of tiger conser-
vation and rehabilitation ef-
forts in the reserve. 

Tigers had become com-
pletely extinct from Sariska 
around 2004-05 due to 
poaching.  

Curfew relaxed in Meghalaya’s Garo Hills 
to allow people to buy essential items

The curfew in East 
Garo Hills was re-
laxed for five hours 
from 8 am to 1 pm, 
while in West Garo 
Hills, it was relaxed 
for two hours from 
2 pm to 4 pm

Tigress ST-17 gives 
birth to 3 cubs in 
Sariska reserve 
TOTAL POPULATION NOW 53

PTI 
NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court has ruled 
that 'creamy layer' status for 
reservation of OBCs cannot be 
decided solely based on par-
ental income and treating 
similarly placed employees of 
private entities and PSUs dif-
ferently from government em-
ployees, for deciding 
reservation, would amount to 
hostile discrimination. 

A bench of justices P S Nara-
simha and R Mahadevan dis-
missed the appeals filed by the 
Union of India while upholding 
the decisions of the high courts 
of Delhi, Madras and Kerala 
which dealt with the eligibility 
of candidates claiming OBC 
(Non-Creamy Layer) benefit for 
Civil Services Examinations. 

"Having regard to the pecu-

liar facts of the present cases, 
the reasoning adopted by the 
High Court that treating simi-
larly placed employees of pri-
vate entities and PSUs 
differently from government 
employees and their wards, 
while deciding their entitle-
ment to reservation, would 
amount to hostile discrimina-
tion, is certainly one that in-
spires the confidence of this 
court," the bench said. 

The top court said mere de-
termination of the status of a 
candidate as to whether he/she 
falls within the creamy layer or 
the non-creamy layer of the 
OBCs cannot be decided solely 
on the basis of the income. 

The apex court said that 
while caste may be an indicator 
of historical disadvantage, it 
cannot be treated as the sole de-
terminant of backwardness. 

EC appoints  
returning officers 
for all 294 assembly 
seats in poll-bound 
West Bengal 
PTI 
NEW DELHI 

The Election Commission on 
Thursday appointed return-
ing officers for all 294 assem-
bly constituencies in 
poll-bound West Bengal. 

For the first time in West 
Bengal, the poll panel has up-
graded returning officers of 152 
constituencies to sub-divisional 
magistrates (SDMs), equivalent 
or higher level officers like in the 
rest of India. The Election Com-
mission, in a notification issued 
on Thursday, appointed SDMs, 
equivalent or higher level re-
turning officers for all assembly 
constituencies in the state. 

Officials said that on the in-
sistence of the poll panel, the 
West Bengal government has 
now provided officers of 
"requisite seniority" for being 
appointed as returning officers 
for the forthcoming assembly 
elections. 

‘Creamy layer’ cannot 
be decided solely on 
parental income: SC


