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Sacred tree, political storm: Why
BJPisunder pressure in the state

Protest over ingand biodiversity,” he said.
Congress MLA Rita Choud-
felling of the state hary alleged thatillegaly felled
Khejri is sold at a mandi near
tree fOrCeS gOVt to the Haryana-Jhunjhunu
rethink as Amrita border and transported across
. d d statelines.
Devi Act deman Protest spreads
gets louder The agitation expanded
through hunger strikes, kalash
HamzaKhan yatras by women and support
Jaipur, February 10 from groups such as the ABVP.
At its peak, over 500 people
RAJASTHAN CHIEF Minister ‘wereon hungerstrike, withsev-

Bhajan Lal Sharma on February
5 announced that the state
would bringalaw to protectthe
Khejri tree— revered as kalpav-
rikshaor the wish fulfilling tree,
and recognised as the state tree
— following a growing agita-
tion led by sadhus and
members of the Bishnoi com-
munity against large-scale fel-
ling of desert trees.

Three days later, Sharma
met a delegation of “revered
saints and  enlightened
members of the Bishnoi com-

fthe Bish

Nearly 300 years ago, Am-
rita Devi Bishnoi of Khejarli vil-
lage and her three daughters

munity” at his In
photographs shared from the
meeting, the CMis seen bowing
‘before Ramanand Maharaj, Pi-
thadhishwar of Mukti Dham
Mukam in Bikaner, who has
emerged as a central figure of
the agitation.

The developments came in
the backdrop of a mahapadao
that began on February 2 in Bi-
kaner, around 275 km north-
‘west of Jaipur. Unlike most pro-
tests, the gathering
compnsmg sadhus, Bishnoi

laid down their i
the felling of Khejri (rees or-
dered by Marwar ruler Maha-
raja Abhay Singh for the con-
struction of his palace. In the
days that followed, 363
members of the Bishnoi com-
munity were killed while hug-
ging trees as the king’s men
chopped them down. The sac-
rifice later inspired the Chipko
Movement in the 1970s.
Swami  Sachchidanand
Acharya, one of the leaders of
the campaign, said the delega-

envi-
ronmentalists, farmers and
local residents — grew with
each passing day, spreading to
neighbouring districts and
drawing support from leaders
across party lines.

What lent the protest a
“sacred” character was not just
the khejri tree at its centre, but
the large presence of saffron-
clad sadhus leading the agita-
tion.

Demand for
Amrita Devi Act

Atthe heart of the protest is
the demand foran Amrita Devi
Act —aspecial law for the pro-
tection of trees in Rajasthan,
particularly desertspeciessuch
as khejri.

tion the CM’s an-
nouncement but sought im-
mediate interim measures. “We
believe a law will be brought.
But even the tree mafia seems
to believe this — which is why
trees are now being cut quietly
in the dead of night,” he told

cumstances. If they are, there
‘must bestringent punishment,
including imprisonment and
heavy fines. The solar policy
also needs changes to protect
trees,” he said, adding that he
lost five kilograms during the
hunger strike.

Explaining the core con-
cern, Acharyasaid, It is about
breath. If trees exist, breath
exists. If they are felled, tem-
peraturerises, biodiversity col-

partin th

f Khejritrees fora solarpower plant, in Bikaner. prifiLe

just Rs1,000. The minister also
failed to differentiate between
general forest laws and a spe-
cific law for khejri. In absence
of a government clarification,
the message (of aweak penalty)
spread like wildfire,” he said.

‘Lakhs’ of trees felled
While estimates vary, there

is consensus that tens of lakhs

of Khejri trees have been felled

over the past decades.

MLA Ravin-

Ordinance sparks
‘misunderstanding’

The agitation was triggered
by a December 3 briefing by
Law Minister Jogaram Patel on
the Rajasthan Jan Vishwas Or-
dinance, aimed at “ease of liv-
ingand ease of doing business™
on the lines of the Centre’s Jan
Vishwas Act.

The ordinance decriminal-

The Indian Express. ises; prcvlslons in 11 Acts, replac-

“Wewantstricti ing withmonet-
toall district collectors tostop ~ ary penalties. Patel had said
tree cutting until the law is  thatunderthe Rajasthan Forest

tabled and enforced. The maha-
padao will continue until such
orders are issued,” he added.
Acharya said the proposed
law should categorise desert
treessuch as khejri, rohida, pee-
pal and bargad, which cannot
be transplanted and take cen-
turies to mature. “Such trees
should not be cutunderany cir-

Act, 1953, penalties for tree cut-
ting were raised from Rs 100 to
Rs1,000 for the firstoffenceand
doubled for repeat violations.
Acharya said the statement
caused widespread “bhranti”
(misunderstanding). “People
have been demanding stricter
protection, and instead heard

dra Singh Bhati claimed in the
Assembly that over 26 lakh
khejri trees were cut in
Jodhpur, Jaisalmer, Barmer
and Bikanerinthe last 15 years.
“Rajasthan has reached a point
whereits state tree khejri, state
bird godawan and state animal
camel are allon the verge of ex-
tinction,” he said.

Environment Science Pr¢
fessor Anil Kumar Chhangani
of Maharaja Ganga Singh Uni-
versity, Bikaner, estimates that
atleast 50 lakh khejri trees have
been felled in five western dis-
tricts alone over the past dec-
ade. Citinga1985 CAZRIstudy,
he said khejri density ranged
fromaminimum of 25-30 trees
per hectare to about 150 across
thesstate.

“The rise of solar plants and
clearing of native vegetation
leads to Immedlate loss of

that increasedto

oxygen, i

and collapse of agriculture, graz-

eral hospitalised. Protesters
joined from neighbouring dis-
tricts and states, and demon-
strations spread to Hanuman-
garh, Sriganganagar and Jalore.

After ministers assured ac-
tion, some protesters called off
their hunger strike. However,
confusion followed when the
government restricted the ban
onkhejri felling to Bikaner and
Jodhpur divisions, prompting
demands for a statewide pro-
hibition.

As of Tuesday, the protest
continues, with disappoint-
ment setting inamong the pro-
testers. Acharyasaid that, “The
axes of the are

Rajasthan Deputy Chief Minister Diya Kumarifinalises a Budget document in Jaipur on Tuesday. ani

Finance Minister Diya Kumari to
present Rajasthan Budget today

Press Trust of India
Jaipur, February 10

RAJASTHAN DEPUTY Chief
Minister and Finance Minister
Diya Kumari will present the
state Budget for the 2026-27 fis-
cal year on February 11.

Diya Kumari will present
her third consecutive Budgetin
the Houseat 11am.

The Budget session of the
state Assembly began on Janu-
ary 28 with an inaugural ad-
dress by Governor Haribhau
Bagade.

Deputy Chief Minister Prem
Chand Bairwa said the Budget
‘would be inclusive and coverall
sectors.

BJP state president Madan
Rathore said the Budget would

be in the interest of youth,
farmers, women and all sec-
tions of society.

“This will be the third
Budget of the Bhajan Lal gov-
ernment which has been dedi-
cated tooverall development of
the state. The Budget would be
inclusive and will be of interest
of youth, farmers, women and
common people,” he said.

heavy, but our heads are more
in numbers... Whatever CM
saheb has given, it's not much,
itsjustalittle bit.”

Beyond party politics

Former CM Ashok Gehlot
described the agitation —
coming after the protests over
Aravallis - as an “auspicious
sign”, callingthe felling of khejri
trees “heartbreaking” and
stressing the need to balance
development with nature.

Former CM Vasundhara
Raje also extended support,
saying, “Khejri is not an ordi-
nary tree; it is sacred and wor-
shipped. Rising above politics,
we must protect it.”

Rashtriya Loktantrik Party
(RLP) chief Hanuman Beniwal
said khejri was “the environ-
mental cornerstone of the de-
sert”, vital for biodiversity and
rural livelihoods.

With pressure mounting
across party lines, it now re-
mains to be seen whether the
Sharma government tables a
dedicated Khejri protection Bill
in the ongoing Assembly
session.

Atankin

Southern Command chief reviews
‘Exercise Rudra Shakti’ at Pokhran

Pune: Lieutenant General Dhi-
raj Seth, General Officer Com-
manding-in-Chief, Southern
Command, on Tuesday re-
viewed anall-arms manoeuvre
exercise with live firing con-
ducted by the Army's Rudra
Brigade at the Pokhran Field
Firing Ranges in Rajasthan.
The live firing exercise fo-
cused on further enhancing
combat integration and oper-
ational effectiveness through
synchronized employment of

mechanized forces, artillery, air
defence units, Army Aviation
assets, including ALH-WSTand
Apache helicopters, along with
Unmanned Aerial Systems
(UAS) and Counter-UAS capa-
bilities, said the release.
During the review, Lieuten-
ant General Seth interacted

Japanese tourists
missingin Jaipur

Jaipur: Two Japanese tourists
have gone missing from Jaipur,
police said on Tuesday.

‘Ashok Nagar Station House
Officer (SHO) Moti Lal Sharma
said that a missing persons
complaint was registered by
the driver of a taxi that was
hired by the tourists.

The two Japanese men
came toJaipur from New Delhi
and stayed at a hotel on Febru-
ary 7, the officer said.

According to the SHO, the
taxi driver took both to a res-
taurantin the Ashok Nagar area
on the night of February 7, but
they did not return.

“Thedriver waited for them
till the morning of February 8,
but they did not contact him.
They also did not reach their
hotel after which the driverap-

with troops and

proached the poli d lodged

ami on

all ranks for their exemplary
trainingstandards, profession-
alism and operational pre-
paredness. PTI

Monday,” he said. SHO Sharma
said that CCTV footage of the
areaisbeingexamined.  PTI

\//} Chola CHOLAMANDALAM INVESTMENT AND FINANCE COMPANY LIMITED

Corporate office: Chola Crest, Super B, C54 & C55, 4,

Thiru Vi Ka Industrial Estate,

Enter apeter e

Chennai-600 032
Possession Notice [(Appendix IV) Under Rule 8 (1)]
WHEREAS the undersigned being the Authorised Officer of Mis. Cholamandalam Investment And Finance Company Limited, under the
Secuiisalion and Reconslruction of Financial Asses and Enforcement of Securily Inerest Ac1 2002 (54 of 2002) and i exercise of powers
conferred under Section 13/(12) read with Rules 3 o the Securi 2002 ssued D

s taken P 13ofthe Act

0
are hereby cautoned not to deal with said property and dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of M. Cholamandalam

2 members of Ravi Godara gang held after car chase in Gujarat: Police

Brendan Dabhi
Ahmedabad, February 10

THE DETECTION of Crime
Branch (DCB) of Ahmedabad
City Police on Tuesday said
they arrested two members of
the Ravi Godara gang, wanted
by the Rajasthan Police in a
case related toan interstate gun
trafficking racket. The two were
inGujarat as part of: attempls to

rested accused as Aman alias
Bacha (Ehsanali Saiyad), 25,
and Suhaib alias Chintu (Fi-
rozkhan Pathan), 26, both resi-
dents of Kota.

The Crime Branch de-
scribed the move as a “major
blow to organised crime”, say-
ing that the “The Ahmedabad
Crime Branch has appre-
hended two notorious fugitives
from Kota Ra)aslhan fcllow-

linkedtot RaviGo-
dara gang, was reportedly at-
temptingoestablishacriminal
foothold in Gujarat. Intelli-
‘gence suggests the tworecently
integrated with the Ravi Go-
dara network and migrated to
Ahmedabad with the intent of
spreading their extortion web
and identifying local targets.”
Bothaccused have long his-
tory-sheets with over 20 of-

expand their gang’

murder,

Ontheinter-

Arms Actviolations.
Inspector IN Ghasura told
The Indian Express, “Our team
received information that
gangsters wanted by the Rajas-
than Police were in Ahmeda-
bad looking to expand their il-
legal activities in Gujarat,
especially extortion, and were
looking to operate here. We car-
ried out technical analysls and

ingahi

Police identified the ar- tactical operauon The duo,  organised extortion, attempted

through
ified phone numbers and ve-

vening night on February 9 and
10, wechased the car forseveral
kilometres between Vasnaand
Vejalpur before apprehending

=3

m.
The Ahmedabad Crime
Branch is currently coordinat-
ing with Rajasthan Police. Fol-
lowing the completion of pre-
liminary legal formalities, the
suspects will be handed over to
the Kota Police for further in-
vestigation, officers said.

The borower
130ftheAct,
NAME AND ADDRESS w2y DESCRIPTION OF DATE OF
OF BORROWER/S & SE2 osam THE IMIMOVABLE POSSESSION
LOAN/AC No. 552 PROPERTY
LoanAlc Nos. LAP4RAJ000129828 Rs.2250328)- =
1.Mrlrs. YOGESHGURJAR & | (Rupees |of 2009 So. f, Siusted ot Guam| g8
2.MriMrs. RADHESHYAM GURJAR o Twenty Two |Panchayat Nathuwas, Nathdwara,| & 2
3.MriMrs. NITUGURJAR 2 Lakhs Fifty | Tehsil Nathdwara, Dist-Rajsamand,| & @
All at:- SUTHARO KA MOHALLA SALOR - Thousand | Rajasthan And Bounded On: - » East: - 58
SALORE,RAJSAMAND,MAIN ROAD, RAJSAMAND, Three Hundred | Public Way, * West: - Street then House. =
RAJASTHAN- 313301 Twenty Eight | of Panna lal Paliwal, » North: - Street left|
Also at:- Property At West Side of Mavi Road, Khadi Only)as on | by House of Narendra Kumar Paliwal, «
Mohalla, Nathuwas, Nathdwara, Not Available, 15-07-2025 | South: - Rest Plot of Narenrda Kumar
Nathdwara, Nathdwara, Rajsamand, Rajasthan, 313301 Paliwal

Place : Rajsamand  d- Authorised Officer,

Muthoot Homefin (India) Ltd.

Corporate Office : Unit No. 19-NE, 19th Floor, The Ruby, Senapati Bapat Marg,
Near Ruparel College, Dadar (West), Mumbal, Maharashtra- 400 028

POSSESSION NOTICE (As per Appendix IV read with rule 8(1) of the Security Interest Enforcement Rules, 2002)
Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of Muthoot Homefin (India) Ltd. (MHIL) under
the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 and

Muthoot Homefin

in exercise of powers conferred under section 13(2) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest(Enforcement)

Rules 2002, Demand Notice(s)issued by the Authorised Officer of the company to the Borrower(s)/

Date : 06-02-2026 y Limited

POSSESSION NOTICE
EDELWEISS ASSET RECONSTRUCTION COMPANY LIMITED
CIN: U67100MH2007PLC174759
Retail Central & Regd. Office: Edelweiss House, Off CST Road, Kalina, Mumbai 400098
'APPENDIX IV [rule-8(1)] POSSESSION NOTICE (for Immovable property)

Whereas, the Authorized Offcer of the Secured Creditor mentioned herein, under the Secritisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Securlty Interest (Act), 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under Secton 13(12) read with (Rule 3) of the Securly Inerest
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a demand notice as mentoned below caling upon the borrower(s) o repay the amount mentioned in the nofice
within 60 days from-the date of receipt of the said nofice.

Thereater, Assignor mentioned herein, has assigned the nnanma\ ssesto Ed;lwmi Assat Rmns«mwon Company Linied 3o s 15
Sec.5 of SARFAES] Act, 2002, EARC has stepped into the shoas f th Assignor and (3 b ngms tlle and interests of Assignor with vespacl to

by ho Borower and EARC exercae o f ighio s the socred e

“The borrower having faled o repay the amourt, nolice s hereby given (o the borrower and the public i general that the undersigned being the
Autorised Offcer of Edelweiss Asset Reconstruction Company Limited has taken possession of the property described herein below in exer-
cise of powers conferred on him under sub-section (4) of section 13 of Act ead with rue 8 ofthe Securty Interest Enforcemen) Rules, 2002 on

mentioned herein below to repay the amount mentioned in the notice within 60 days from the
date of receipt of the said notice. The borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the
Borrower(s)/ Co-Borrower(s)/ Guarantor(s) and the public in general that the undersigned has taken
Possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him under Section 13(4)
of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said rules. The borrower in particular and the public in general are hereby
cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of
Muthoot Homefin (India) Ltd. for an amount as mentioned herein under with interest thereon

The Borrower's attention is invited to provisions of sub section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time
available, to redeem the secured assets

S Brief details of secured assets Date of Demand Posse
o, gy o rouerl Notice & Total 551“"
Loan Account No /Branch )| TBken
1. |Pradeep Kumar/ |All Piece and Parcel of Property Admeasuring area 11-Nov-2025/Rs.  |05-Feb]
Pooja Pooja/ 212.915q. yard bearing Plot No 21, Khasra No-2654 IN 18,06,487/-Rupees 2026
|ALW-NHL-001433/ {Thakur Wala Kuaa, Akhepura, Tehsil & Dist. Alwar (Raj.) Eighteen Lakh Six
|Alwar Boundaries as under: - East-H.of Padosi, West-Road, | Thousand Four Hundred
North- Plot of Padosi, South-Plot of Babu Lal Eighty Seven Only.

VICTORIA HOSPITAL

Bangalore Medical College & Research Institute

Office of the Medical Superintendent, Victoria Hospital,
Bengaluru - 560002. Telephone: 080-26701150, Fax: 080-26703267
E-mail: msvh1900@gmail.com

No: VH/Tender/06/2025-26

SHORT TERM RE-TENDER NOTIFICATION

Short Term Re-Tender has been invited as per Karnataka
Transparency in Public Procurement Act 1999 - 2000 for the Surgical
Microscope for Department of ENT. Cold Storage Cabinets for
Department of Forensic Medicine. Arthroscopy for Department
of Orthopedic, Fractional Co2 Laser, ND YAG Laser, Diode Laser

Dated: 09-02-2026

Victoria Hospital,

for at

The tender d ts may be
and Last Date for Submission of

submitted with EMD will be rejected.

Date: February 11, 2026

\Place: Alwar

/- Authorized Officer
Muthoot Homefin (India) Limited/

Hospital,

DIPRICPIS559/Adverto/2025-26

Portal Website: https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in from 10-02-2026
Portal is 25-02-2026 upto 4.30 PM. Those tenders which are not

For further details contact Medical Superintendent, Victoria

from E-F

Tenders through E-Procurement

Sdi- Medical Superintendent
Victoria Hospital, Bengaluru.

the dale mentioned against each property.
_ Registered Office: 6th Floor, B Building, Ganga UCTION - SALE NOTICE
SI] Name of | Name of [ Loan Accoun Borrower Name & ‘Amount & Dateof | Date of _|Possession
No| Assignor | Trust | Number Co-Borrower(s) Name Demand Notce_|Possession | _Status HOUSING FINANCE LIMITED 411014 Branch Off Un Va‘;;;:';;;;,’gg?;:':g;;‘ogﬁ' e
HDB Financial| EARC WIS WAWAN ENTERPRISES (Borower) | 080CT2024 | T (e et y
o] S| e | | e reioma s | ] e A e
referred to as the “Secured Creditor” as per the Act), which has been ta fice of Secured Creditor in exercise of powers conferred under section 13(12) of te Actread with Rules 8 and 9 of
Descrpon fThe Proery: Al Tl Plcs AT Parl OfFcpr - Pt Of Pty N, 85 Pl 0.T7910) Silod A oy APu, Gl v scuriy meret (Errcemt) Rl puruant oo cer scton 132 e A
NO-04, K. No. 1886, M‘""‘“ Jodhpur. Rajasthan- 342001, admeasurung 1425 Sq. Feet 'S UNDER: - North- Hio Dhal The Secured Assets will be sold on “As is where is", “As is what ", and “Whatever there is” basis on 27-02-2026 through E-Auction. It i hereby informed to Generzl publc that we are going to conduct public through E-Auction
Singh Sio Bhola Rer L1 S St Eat 10 P S B & Wosk R 14 & Hemsan i platform provided For detaled T&Cs of ale, please refer
08 Frarcal EARC "TTTASTIS | e Viash KmerShama (Borove Aongvith 05092024 S
mbol Nature of W
ey OO | i B e and Outstanding | Possession Description o Property (D} Easecle (1n'/.':lRP) Suipasn Premenal| PP | CEREE frciies
smna Sharma & Mr. Shanker Lal Sharma ( Co-Borrowers)| mmvfmsps No.| W Amount ©) © ! P Price {E} ® o Bid (H} D;:e‘_ Auction {4} Court cases if|
Deienmlon Of The Property: ALL THE PIECE AND PARCEL OF THE Plot Part of Land Patta Nn us smmec a( Gram Panchayal Jagalpura, LT
Panchayat Samiti Sanganer, District Jaipur, Rajasthan, admeasuring 435. d. Bounded as t- Aam Rasta 14 Feet, West- " Loan No. [Notice date: 09-07-202- [T Rs. 770000.- 77:;11/
ot 15 Bt i Nt Gt 3ot rd s o o & St Cat 3t nte & & otal Du Physical 626 (Without Right Of Roof) Situated At 06th Flor. e Anmof Undel (Rupess -
ysical w0205 . y
Cholamandaiam | EARC | HLOSPLID MR. RAJU RAM (“Borrower’) 13-10-2023 symboll 4249 Rs. 1000747 (Rupees) |Constructons Chief Ministe Jan Awas Yojana 2015 (Afiordzble Housing| Seven Lacs | (Rupees Sev- | gt 'cpy | 10,0001 | 2302 ZA"?,?. 2]:}:% NL
3. |Investments & Finance| TRUST | 00003924, alongwith & 06-02-2026 Pﬂimsim LALITKUMAR | Ten Lakh Seven Hun- 4 Thou ety Sever
Company Limited_|SC - 481 MRS NORA DEVI (Co-borrower) | ¥7,28,572.52 ps. <and Only) | Thousand
Description Of The Property: All Tat Piece And Parcel Of The Propery Bearing Plot No. 379, Chak. No 2, Khasta No. 312, 313, Briesh Nagar| RITU payatleas on 007 (Ghorana Tehsi& Dist. Sikar (Rajastnan) Super Buildup Area 35200 Sq L
8, Pal. Ad 66,66 Sa. Yds. And Bounded By:- North - Plot No. 378, South - Piot No. 379-A, East- Road & West - Plot No. 373, @108%pa il hero Feet. And Boundaries Of The Plot- Norh Saf, Souih FatNo. 627
Nehwe Housing | EARC | XMHDJWTO0T18051] 1-Ramesh Chandra Sharma 20-09-2021 Symbolic alization, [East-Open To Sky, West-06-00° Feet Gallery.
e [ (Borrower) Alongwith 2-Santosh 00.02.2026
Cnmulahunum\uﬂ a1 Devi Sharma (“Co-Borrower”) %6,86,143.13 ps. Possesaion " . » " lues and any other dues, i any, oroperty o b ot and naid b bidder.
Description Of The Property: ALL THAT PIECE AND PARCEL OF PROPERTY, being the North Part of Plot No. 249, tualed a Scheme Rukmani oregi ’ -bidding o ndia PV LTD. Pl "
Nagar, VI and VI, Vijaypura, Agra Road, Jaipur, Rajasthan — 300200, admezsunng 52.83 square yards, and Bounded as under: North: 12200 91981124,25,26 Dharni P, Email id- ia N
250, South: South Partof Pot No. 249, East: Publc Road, & West: Other's Prope IMITED - AUCTION
The borroer’
T b e o i e ) erd o oty 4 0y B 1D SC ot . CICI Bank L, Panchshi Tech Par, Near Ganapathi cmmﬂgz: \;\::an Jogar 401 o n ol zdr e Bk onrbelr 622025 and nzxs‘::
subject o the charge ofthe Edelweiss Asset Reconstruction Company Limited fo the amoun! mentoned below and e o on eAuc At s g
A1, i Nagar,
Place: Ralasthan Cihorised Offcer o clbetolowig Tower, F-11, A& 302021 Moblle no.+91 821138143 email D pacth@arhumhousingcom
Date: 11.02.2026 Edelweiss Asset Reconwuclmn Company Limited I  Borrowerl Morigagor
@ Edelweiss Inany case i there i publcaton, the cortent,of the Indian Express shal be p

Asset Reconstruction

Jaipur




