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Locals need to come together to
save Doon’s heritages- Experts

Several local activists and
heritage lovers have ex-

pressed their disappointment
over the proposed demolition
of the building owned by Life
Insurance Corporation (LIC)
on Chakrata Road which is
over 80 years old and holds
considerable architectural
value. Giving an example of
the recently demolished 158-
year-old Asharodi Forest Rest
House (FRH) for construction
of the Delhi-Dehradun ex-
pressway, many opined that
rather than treading carefully
in such sensitive matters to
preserve the history, culture
and architectural legacy of the
city, the government agencies
and authorities concerned
chose to knock down the
whole structure a per their
convenience. Dehradun based
activist Lokesh Ohri said that
the Asharodi FRH could be
easily saved if the agencies
concerned would have inter-
fered on time. He said that the
development works should be
carried out without damaging
heritage structures which are
rich in history, culture and
have great associational value
to locals. Talking about the
proposed demolition of the
LIC owned building, he said,
“The LIC building has its own

history. It was built in the
1940s with an art deco archi-
tectural style which was quite
popular in the 1950s and is
still appreciated by architec-
ture and heritage lovers. It is
one of our city’s prominent
landmarks. LIC is the coun-
try’s biggest public sector un-
dertaking and is capable of
adopting measures like retro-
fitting to strengthen and reha-
bilitate the whole structure.
Still, a box-like pigeonhole
building will be erected there
after the demolition for com-
mercial interests rather than
preserving the legacy and the
architectural masterpiece we
already have.”

Ohri said that there are
hundreds of heritage sites
across the Dehradun district
but only a few are protected.
He said that each heritage site
holds some kind of legacy
whether it is historical, archi-
tectural or associational value
with the local community and
all possible efforts must be
made to save them. He also
expressed his disappointment
stating that many locals in-
cluding several officials are
not aware of the significance
of these structures which
might be one of the reasons
for their disregard for such
matters. He said that all locals
would have to understand the

significance of these struc-
tures to come together to save
them from the wrecking ball
of the government agencies.
Also, Uttarakhand’s main
source of financial stability
comes from about 80 percent
of tourists and pilgrims that
arrive every year and it will get
affected if the government
continues to demolish such
buildings in the name of de-
velopment rather than pre-
serving them, added Ohri.

Social activist and founder
of the Social Development for
Communities (SDC) Founda-
tion Anoop Nautiyal also said
that demolition of a heritage
building should be considered
as a last resort by agencies.
“Many countries have pre-
served their centuries old rich
architectural history through
retrofitting and other means
and we should focus on the
same too. We should think
about preserving our heritage
buildings rather than blatantly
demolish them in the name of
the development. Available al-
ternatives should be consid-
ered to restore the structures
that hold significance to the
people or the city in any way,”
stated Nautiyal.

Maharaj advocates
tunnels and cement
roads in U’khand
Attending the national

conclave ‘Manthan’ or-
ganised by the Ministry of
Road Transport and High-
ways at Bengaluru, Uttarak-
hand’s Public Works, Tourism

and Rural Works minister
Satpal Maharaj advocated the
construction of cemented
roads in the mountains and
tunnels in the State.

Expressing his views at the
conclave on Thursday, Ma-
haraj said that villages are es-
tablished above roads in most
places in the mountains
which poses risks to villages
due to vibrations. The minis-
ter further said that informa-

tion about latest technology is
being shared in the conclave
which will be very useful for
Uttarakhand. He also stressed
on the need for construction
of tunnels in Uttarakhand to

enable swifter travel. The
minister further said that ce-
mented roads should be con-
structed in Uttarakhand
which will enable continua-
tion of traffic in places which
experience snowfall. He also
thanked Union minister for
Road Transport and High-
ways, Nitin Gadkari for the
national conclave and the ex-
change of ideas between the
States it had facilitated. 

UFDC seeks suggestions
on Uttarakhand Film
policy-2022 till Sep 15

The Uttarakhand Film De-
velopment Council

(UFDC) is seekung the advice
of the general public on the
proposed Uttarakhand Film
policy- 2022 till September 15.
The council had uploaded the
draft document of the policy
for public suggestions on its
website on July 20.  The nodal
officer of the UFDC, Nitin
Upadhyaya said that the sug-
gestions can be sent on the e-
mail of the department
udfc2015@gmai.com till Sep-
tember 15. He said that the
final work on the draft of the
policy would be done by in-
cluding suggestions received
till September 15. 

The draft of the film policy
was uploaded in the depart-
ment portal link http://
www.uttarainformation.gov.in
/images/download/filmpoli-

cydraft2022.pdf on July 20 this
year. The UFDC was set up to
bring the natural beauty and
culture of Uttarakhand on the
world forum, to lure the pro-
ducers and directors from the
country and abroad for shoot-
ing their movies in Uttarak-
hand, development of
infrastructural facilities in
film sector so that local em-
ployment is generated and
earning avenues at local level
are created. The council also
provides grants to the film-
makers, promotes tourism,
promotes films in local di-
alects and folk artists and sets
up a single window system.
Upadhyaya said that the sug-
gestions from the people and
the institutes have been re-
ceived on the draft proposal of
Uttarakhand Film policy -
2022.

Authorities impose Rs two
lakh penalty on Reliance
Smart Point for using
banned plastic products

The authorities have im-
posed a penalty of Rs

two lakh on Reliance Smart
Point store at Kamalwaganja
in Haldwani for allegedly
using banned plastic prod-
ucts under the anti-plastic
campaign of the Nainital
district administration. The
Haldwani municipal com-
missioner Pankaj Upadhyay
informed that a team includ-
ing the city magistrate Richa
Singh, Tehsildar and the po-
lice along with municipal of-
ficials conducted a raid on
the store on Wednesday
evening and found about 30
quintals of banned single use
plastic products in the prem-
ises including 128 sacks
stuffed with single-use plastic
bags. He said that despite the
countrywide ban on single
use plastic usage from July 1,
the store management con-
tinued the usage of banned
products and stored them
too.  Considering this, a
penalty of Rs two lakh has
been imposed on the man-
agement of the store as per
the rules. He said that the
corporation has given seven
days to the store management
to deposit the penalty and en-
sure no banned plastic prod-
ucts would be used in the
premises in any way. If they
fail to submit the penalty

within the given time frame
or found to be violating the
rules again, strict action will
be taken by the corporation
under the relevant acts, said
the commissioner. 

Mayor inspects light
section, orders EESL
to submit work report
on street lights
PNS      DEHRADUN

The Dehradun mayor Sunil
Uniyal ‘Gama’ conducted

a surprise inspection of the
light section in the Municipal
Corporation of Dehradun
(MCD) on Thursday after re-
ceiving several complaints of
irregularities in the mainte-
nance of street lights in several
wards.

Many locals of various lo-
calities along with several

councillors have complained
to the mayor and the MCD of-
ficials that street lights on
many routes and lanes do not
work regularly causing prob-
lems to many at night, espe-
cially during monsoon and
winter. According to them, the
officials concerned do not lis-
ten to complaints despite their
repeated appeals to check the
lights. Considering this, the
mayor conducted a surprise
inspection on Thursday and
checked several files. He also
conducted a meeting with the
officials of the light section
after the inspection to discuss
the issues and current
progress on street lights of the

city. Moreover, many council-
lors have also complained to
the mayor consistently about
the delay in installation and
repairing work of LED street
lights in their respective wards
by EESL Company which is
outsourced by the corporation
for installation and mainte-
nance of street lights across
the city. The mayor said that it
has been brought to his notice
that the company concerned

has not been efficient enough
to handle the works as per the
agreement due to which, the
MCD officials have to face the
wrath of locals and the coun-
cillors. Considering this, the
company’s official Rahul
Singh has been asked to sub-
mit a report on the matter
concerned immediately to en-
sure MCD can take appropri-
ate action on the matter, said
‘Gama’. He also added that the
officials have been warned to
take immediate action on each
complaint received on a daily
basis or strict action will be
taken against them for not
doing their jobs.

Laksar SDM succumbs to injuries in
AIIMS-Rishikesh four months after mishap
PNS      DEHRADUN

The sub-divisional magis-
trate (SDM) of Laksar,

Sangeeta Kanaujia took her
last breath on Thursday morn-
ing after being admitted in the
critical care unit (CCU) of
AIIMS-Rishikesh for about
four months. She was seri-
ously injured after a dumper
truck hit her official vehicle on
April 26 while her driver had
died on the spot. Confirming
the death of Kanaujia, the
public relations officer (PRO)
of AIIMS-Rishikesh Harish
Thapliyal informed that she
had sustained multiple in-
juries like serious spinal cord
injury, brain injury and chest
trauma along with a fracture
of right upper limb. She was
having difficulties in respira-
tion and in moving her limbs

too due to which she was kept
on ventilator support.  Thap-
liyal further said that she also
had multiple organ failure in-
cluding kidney failure and was
on long term dialysis. She suc-
cumbed to her injuries on
Thursday at 9 AM, he added.
The chief minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami also expressed
his grief at the untimely de-
mise of the officer. He tweeted
on Thursday, “Just received
sad news of the death of SDM
Sangeeta Kanaujia who suc-
cumbed to her injuries during
her treatment in AIIMS after
an accident occurred a few
months ago. May God grant
her soul a place at his feet and
strength to the bereaved fam-
ily members to bear this im-
mense loss.”

Five more electric buses
launched in Dehradun
PNS      DEHRADUN

Five electric buses on the ISBT-Sahastradhara route and four
smart toilets were inaugurated under the Smart City mission

by Urban Development minister Prem Chand Agrawal and
Dehradun mayor Sunil Uniyal ‘Gama’ in the presence of
Dehradun Smart City Limited (DSCL) chief executive officer
Sonika here on Thursday. The smart toilets were inaugurated at
Parade Ground (Pant Road), old Tehsil campus, Sabzi Mandi
and ISBT. With the flagging off of five more electric buses in the
city, there are a total of 20 electric buses operating in Dehradun
under the Smart City mission. The buses launched on Thursday
will cover the route with a one-way distance of 21 kilometres
with 37 stops. The minimum fare for travelling in these buses
has been fixed at Rs 10.The operation of the electric buses is
aimed at providing and encouraging better public transport sans
air and noise pollution in the provisional State capital. Apart
from the buses launched on the ISBT-Sahastradhara route,
DSCL is already operating 15 electric buses on the ISBT-Rajpur
Road, ISBT- Raipur and airport routes. Through these buses, the
DSCL has earned revenue of about Rs 1.91 crore in two years.
Between 2,500 to 3,000 people are travelling in electric buses in
the city on a daily basis, according to DSCL officials. Apart from
the buses, seven smart toilets have been constructed in the city
so far. These smart toilets have separate sections for females,
males and the differently abled and include various features.

Case lodged against unknown persons
for immersing Ganesh idol in Ganga
PNS      HARIDWAR

The Haridwar police have
registered a case against

unknown people after the
photo and video of immersion
of a Ganesh idol in the Ganga
river went viral.  On Tuesday
night, Ganesh idols were im-
mersed in Ganga and Gang-
nahar at more than 10 places
in the city.  Police are prepar-
ing to register cases against
other people by checking the
CCTV installed at Har Ki
Paidi and other ghats. The
video of Ganesh idol immer-
sion in Ganga on Tuesday
evening went viral on social
media on Wednesday.  District
magistrate Vinay Shankar
Pandey took cognizance of the
viral video and ordered the
police to register a case.

Devotees are immersing the
idols of Ganapati in the Ganga
and Gangnahar itself, instead
of alternate pools made for

idol immersion.  Due to the
increasing pollution in the
Ganga, the DM had banned
idol immersion in the Ganga
and its tributaries. The Munic-
ipal Corporation of Haridwar
has made pools near Bairagi
Camp L Point, Sati Ghat and
Dhobighat for this purpose.
However, people are immers-
ing the idols in the Ganga and
Gangnahar. Apart from Har
Ki Paidi, idol immersion is
being done at Premnagar
Ashram Ghat, Vishwakarma
Ghat, Rishikul,Vishnu Ghat
and Kankhal Raj Ghat.

Police circle officer of
Haridwar city, Manoj Kumar
Thakur informed that an FIR
has been lodged on unidenti-
fied group of persons as per
directions of the sub divisional
magsitsrate for immersion of
Ganesh idol in Ganga.

Doon’s Riya tops State in NEET

Dehradun resident and
student of Aakash

BYJU'S, Riya topped Ut-
tarakhand by securing
AIR 77 in the NEET- UG
2022. She obtained 700 out
of 720 marks in NEET
which is considered a
prestigious and tough
medical entrance exami-
nation in the country. Talking
about her success, Riya said
that she is grateful that Aakash
BYJU'S has helped her in un-
derstanding the concepts and
adhering to the schedule as
she could not have grasped

many concepts in different
subjects in a short period of
time without it. The Managing
Director of Aakash BYJU’S
Aakash Chaudhry also con-
gratulated Riya for her
achievement. 


