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Two die, three injured
after vehicle falls into
gorge in Rajpur

Two persons died and three
sustained serious injuries

after the car they were travel-
ling in fell into a gorge near
Shikhar Fall in the Rajpur
area on Monday morning.
The officials informed that the

Rajpur police station received
information about a vehicle
falling into a gorge at Shikhar
Fall around 3 AM. A police
team reached the accident
spot and called the search
and rescue team of the State
Disaster Rescue Force (SDRF)
to start the rescue and relief
operation. The SDRF with the
help of the police and local
people pulled out five persons
from the gorge after consid-
erable effort. The police found
out that two persons had died
on the spot and the remaining
three were admitted to the
hospital for treatment. The

two deceased were identified
as Dehradun resident mer-
chant navy officer Ayush
Sharma (30) and a cafe oper-
ator on Mussoorie Road, Avni
Kukreti (29) who lived in
Dalanwala area. The injured

persons include two Dehradun
residents Yuvraj Bisht (33)
and Isha (28) and a Delhi res-
ident Sagar Narula (30). The
officials informed that Bisht
and Narula were admitted
to the Max Hospital and
Isha was admitted to the
Deen Dayal Upadhyay
(Coronation) Hospital.
The officials said that
according to the injured
victims, they had come to
Shikhar Fall for sightseeing
in their vehicle but when
they were returning home,
the brakes failed and the
vehicle fell into the gorge.
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DAV PG College organ-
ised a one-day work-

shop on emerging trends in
technology on Monday.
Speaking on the occasion,
the department head at
Gurukul Kangri University
Girls Gurukul campus,
Hemlata Krishnamurthy
elaborated on research tech-
niques, detailing how
research problems should
be selected and different
research techniques applied

for each problem.
Underscoring the impor-
tance of various formats and
methods of research and
dissertation, Krishnamurthy
also added a comprehensive
overview of analytical and
descriptive methods in
English literature, particu-

larly in Indian English liter-
ature.

Further, the English
department head at Doon
University Chetan Pokhriyal
informed about the practical
aspect of research. He high-
lighted that innovative tech-
niques are being adopted in
contemporary research to
explore themes like femi-
nism, Dalit consciousness,
translation art and Indian lit-

erature. These methodolo-
gies not only enhance exist-
ing knowledge but also ele-
vate the literary quality.
Further, he introduced novel
research topics to the stu-
dents for potential selection
in their dissertations.

PNS    DEHRADUN

DAV College organ-
ises workshop on
emerging technology

Five including two AIIMS 
doctors arrested for helping
three persons cheat in INI-CET

Residents of Rajpur Road who live along
the stretch from Mussoorie Diversion

to old Rajpur Road have expressed their
concern over the increased traffic, par-
ticularly during the weekends. The rush
of tourists to Mussoorie on the weekend
and the increased traffic of visitors to this
destination with the start of the Char
Dham Yatra are posing issues for residents
of this area. They claimed that the living
environment in the Rajpur Road area has
been significantly impacted by the
increased traffic and disruptive activities
of commuters, adversely affecting local res-
idents. The residents of Rajpur Road urged
the administration to restrict heavy traf-
fic diversion in the area during weekends.
Virat Pahwa, who owns an automobile
shop in the Rajpur Road area, said that
during weekends, increased traffic can be
observed in the Rajpur Road area as com-
pared to other areas of the city. He said that
in addition to the traffic, the visitors play
loud music and litter which spoils the con-
dition of Rajpur Road and affects the liv-
ing atmosphere and health of local resi-
dents. A senior citizen living in the old
Rajpur Road area Sunita Bindra stated,
"The increased traffic has greatly affected
elderly people like me. Due to
the increased traffic, especially
on weekends, we are unable to

go for a walk." She also expressed concern
that the tourist season, with visitors head-
ing to Mussoorie and other areas, will fur-
ther disrupt their evening walks and lead
to noise and air pollution. She further
added that the administration must con-
sider diverting heavy traffic to other
areas instead of Rajpur Road. For safe-
ty reasons, especially during the
tourist season, the police adminis-
tration must increase patrolling in the
Rajpur Road area, she said. 

The founding president of the
Rajpur Community Initiative, Reenu
Paul stated that the increased traffic
has led to the police administration
diverting heavy traffic, especially in
the Rajpur Road area. Local residents
have been expressing concerns about
the increased traffic and the nuisance
they suffer during the tourist season
for many years, but the authorities
have not taken any action so far.
Further, she highlighted that half of
the people in the Rajpur Road area are
senior citizens, mostly affected by the
increased traffic. She suggested that
the police and administration should

look into diverting heavy traffic during
weekends. Additionally, the government
should consider limiting the number of
tourists in the city, as the increased traf-
fic not only causes chaos but also affects
the people, she said.
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Increased traffic causes issues for Rajpur Road residents

The maximum and mini-
mum temperatures

remained a few degrees above
normal in the plains and in
some mountainous regions
even as some mountainous
regions received light to mod-
erate rain on Monday. The
mercury level is expected to
get slightly lower today. The
State meteorological centre
forecast that very light to light
rain/thunderstorms are likely
to occur at isolated places in
Uttarkashi, Chamoli,
Rudraprayag, Bageshwar,
Pithoragarh, Almora and
Champawat districts today
while dry weather is likely to
prevail in the remaining dis-
tricts. The meteorological cen-
tre has also issued a yellow
warning (Watch) regarding
the possibility of thunder-
storms accompanied with
lightning/gusty wind (30-40
kmph) likely to occur at iso-
lated places in above-men-
tioned districts of

Uttarakhand. The provisional
State capital Dehradun is fore-
cast to witness a mainly clear
to partly cloudy sky. The max-
imum and minimum temper-
atures are likely to be about 39
degrees Celsius and 23 degrees
Celsius respectively in
Dehradun on Tuesday.

The maximum and mini-
mum temperatures recorded
on Monday were 40 degrees
Celsius and 23.5 degrees
Celsius respectively in
Dehradun, 39.5 degrees
Celsius and 24.7 degrees
Celsius in Pantnagar, 29.1
degrees Celsius and 13.1
degrees Celsius in Mukteshwar
and 28.5 degrees Celsius and
14.1 degrees Celsius in New
Tehri. There was 19.5 mil-
limetres rain in Rikhnikhal,
17.5 millimetres in Ukhimath,
13.5 millimetres in
Agastyamuni, 12 millimetres
in Jakholi and five millimetres
in Champawat.
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Relief from heat wave
conditions forecast today

The police arrested five
persons including two

doctors in Rishikesh for
allegedly aiding three candi-
dates in cheating during the
Institute of National
Importance Combined
Entrance Test (INI-CET)
conducted by the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences

(AIIMS) on Sunday. Each of
the three candidates had
reportedly paid Rs 50 lakh to
the accused, the Dehradun
senior superintendent of
police Ajai Singh said. He

informed that the INI-CET is
a national-level entrance test
conducted twice a year by
AIIMS for admissions to
postgraduate courses like
Doctor of Medicine (MD).
The test was conducted
across the country on May 19
and the police received con-
fidential information that

some men of the cheating
mafia were helping some
candidates appearing for INI-
CET in a neighbouring State
from Rishikesh. A team from
Rishikesh police station start-

ed the investigation and
found five men sitting in a
car near Barrage Road, who
were al legedly sending
answers to the question
papers of the entrance test to
the three candidates using
mobile phones and tablets.
The candidates in question
were taking the test at the

examination centre in
Kangra, Himachal Pradesh,
the SSP said. The arrested
accused are Ajit (40), Aman
Shivach (24), Vijul Gaura
(31), Jayant (22) and Vaibhav

Kashyap (23). All the accused
belong to Haryana except
Kashyap who hails from
Punjab. The police also
recovered three tablets, three
mobile phones, two medical
books and a luxury car from
the possession of the accused.
Singh said that according to
the main accused Ajit, they
had hired two doctors Aman
and Vaibhav from AIIMS-
Rishikesh for Rs two lakh
each to provide answers to
the questions papers. The
candidates from Kangra were
sending photos of the ques-
tion papers from the exami-
nation centres and the gang
was sending the answers
through a Telegram group.
Ajit revealed during interro-
gation that he has three labs
through which he helps can-
didates cheat in several other
competitive examinations in
exchange for a huge amount
of money. The SSP said that
the police are investigating
the gang as it has been felic-
itating cheating in several
examinations across the
country. The police have also
found admit cards and other
details of the three candidates
and will take action accord-
ingly, he added.
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The State government has
directed all the depart-

ments to complete the process
of promotions of the employ-
ees eligible under the benefit
of one time relaxation in the
norms. In a letter to all the
secretaries, commissioners,
heads of departments and
district magistrates, the addi-
tional chief secretary Anand
Bardhan said that the State
government on December 29,
2023 had notified a relaxation
(amendment) regulation -
2023 according to which the
eligible employees will be
given  benefit of relaxation in
promotion norms between
July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2024.
The relaxation will be given to
the employees only when all
their senior employees have
got promoted so that there is
no disparity in cadre man-

agement. In his letter, the
ACS said that it is observed
that in many departments
the process of promotion is
being delayed. He said that a
time of less than one and half
month is remaining for pro-
motion on relaxation of
norms and eligible employees
should not remain deprived
from promotions.

Expressing happiness at the
order of the ACS, the presi-
dent of the State employees’
joint federation, Arun Pandey
said that the promotion
process of the employees
should not get delayed. He
demanded that the State gov-
ernment should take strict
action against the depart-
ments showing negligence in
the process of promotion.  

PNS    DEHRADUN

Govt asks departments
to give benefit of 
relaxation in promo-
tions to employees


