
www.freepressjournal.in nation 9Bhopal, Tuesday, May 19, 2026

High Court allows 
Rashid to attend 
father’s last rites 
PTI 
NEW DELHI 

The Delhi High Court on 
Monday granted interim 
bail till June 2 to Bara-
mulla MP Sheikh Abdul 
Rashid alias Engineer Ra-
shid, who is lodged in 
prison in a terror-fund-
ing case, following his 
father's demise. 

A bench of Justices 
Prathiba M Singh and 
Madhu Jain said during 
the interim bail period, 
Rashid shall always be 
accompanied by at least 
two police officials in 
plainclothes, who shall 
remain with him from 
the beginning of the jour-
ney from Tihar Jail until 
his return from Srinagar. 

He shall be permitted 
to visit the burial ground 
or any other place of 
worship, but shall not be 
permitted to move any-
where else from his resi-
dence in Srinagar and 
Langate, the bench or-
dered. 

Rashid sought interim 
bail on the grounds that 
his father, who was 
undergoing treatment at 
AIIMS, passed away on 
the intervening night of 
Sunday and Monday. 

"Accordingly, due to 
the demise of the appel-
lant's father, interim bail 
is granted to the appel-
lant until 2nd June, 
2026," the court ordered. 

Raut attacks Modi over foreign 
tour, questions PM’s priorities 

SWIPE | ‘Modi telling us not to go on foreign trips, and he himself 
is visiting countries. What kind of message is this’, he asked

ANI 
MUMBAI 

Shiv Sena (UBT) MP Sanjay 
Raut on Monday launched a 
multi-pronged attack on the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
leadership, questioning Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's ab-
sence during a domestic crisis, 
criticising the heavy-handed 
security of state leaders, and 
alleging total BJP control over 
national institutions like 
NEET. 

Taking a direct swipe at 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, Raut alleged that the 
country has plunged into crisis 
immediately following the 
elections, a situation he 
claimed both he and Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi had pre-
viously predicted. 

"Where is Modi? He is on a 
foreign tour of seven coun-
tries," Raut said. "The BJP is in 
a state of happiness, celebra-
ting his welcome in the Ne-
therlands. But Modi should 
come here--our culture is 
going into the abyss." 

Raut further questioned the 
Prime Minister's foreign pol-
icy independence, aiming for 
India's global positioning and 
economic decisions. "Why 
didn't you talk about the Iran 
war? Did America not tell you 
or allow you to buy oil from 
Russia? We say this is a 
'Trump-dependent' India." 

Refering to Sweden confer-
ring the 'Royal Order of Polar 
Star Commander Grand 
Cross' on PM Modi, Shiv Sena 
(UBT) MP said the Prime Min-
ister is telling us not to go on 
foreign trips, but he himself is 

visiting countries. 
"He will complete the cen-

tury in getting awards. He gets 
the highest award in whatever 
country he visits... What will 
he do with this award?... He is 
telling us not to go on foreign 
trips, and he himself is visiting 
countries," Raut said. 

Raut did not spare local and 
union leadership regarding 
public convenience and secur-
ity convoys. He brought up a 
recent incident in Pune where 
a social worker recorded 
video evidence of Deputy 
Chief Minister Devendra Fad-
navis's convoy causing massive 
traffic blockades. 

"Fadnavis was in Pune, and 
a social worker made a video 
of his convoy. Police blocked 
the roads yesterday. You came 
to know that the nation is in 
crisis after the elections. Rahul 
Gandhi had predicted it. We 
had predicted it. Where is 
Modi? He is on a foreign tour 
of seven countries," Raut said. 

"Devendra should appeal 
(to the public, or reduce this 
behaviour). How many tours 
do you have to do? Everyone 

has a strategy, but you are just 
sitting in the Prime Minister's 
or Ministers' chairs," Raut ar-
gued.  

Raut backed Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi's recent 
assertions regarding corpor-
ate favouritism and corporate 
clean chits. Commenting on 
the legal relief being granted 
to industrialist Gautam Adani, 
Raut noted, "Gautam Adani is 
being released. Rahul Gandhi 
is right in saying that there are 
still files left (to be un-
covered)." 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi being received on his 
arrival in Oslo, Norway                                                             PTI 

Namaz should not be offered on roads, 
conduct shifts if required: Yogi
LUCKNOW 

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister, Yogi 
Adityanath, on Monday asserted that 
offering namaz on public roads 
should not be allowed, saying that 
roads are meant for smooth traffic 
movement and daily commuting, and 
not for activities that obstruct public 
spaces or inconvenience common 
citizens.  Chief Minister Yogi said that 
religious gatherings involving large 
numbers of people should be con-
ducted in an organised manner at des-
ignated places and, if required, in 
shifts to avoid overcrowding and dis-
ruption. Referring to the issue, CM 
Yogi said he is frequently 
questioned about whether 
people in Uttar Pradesh con-
tinue to offer namaz on roads.  


